UPON 


fuch, 


Proved an of Cbrift. 


In Anfwer to Mr. Danvers’s former} 
Book, Intituled, 


A Trait of Laying on of Hands, 
Second Evition. 


me 
WITH 


A brief ANSWER to a late Book, | 4 


called, 4 Treatif? concerning Laying on of 
Hands; written bya namelefs Author. | 


~ By B. Keach: 


Pfal. 119.141. I am fmall and defpifed, 
yet do not I forget thy Precepts. 


| 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


5 


To the Congregations of our Lord Fefus 
Confeffion of Faith, and underage 
Impofition of Hands, particularly in South 
Wales, and more generally throughout Eng=" 
land; Grace, Mercy, and Peace be multt= ae 


Brethren, 
Otwithftanding the glorious Light broken 
forth among; us in thefe-later’ Times, 
we fee grols DarknefS covering the 
face of the Earth; nay, and our Heavens are not 4 
fo clear as we hope e’re long to behold ther; for 
tho the Light w come, yet the Glory of thé Lord: ae 
is but rifing por us, ours is but the Morning Of ame 
that Day, and poor Siox is But look= 
ing forth of the Wildernefs: hence aré{O man¥ 
Divifions amongft us; we. fpeak as we and 
according to the Light received, and as. weafe 
bound by the Authority of Divine Precept to tame 
walk: God gradually difcovers Himlf, and the 
true Order and Form of his Houfe and Worthip. am 
untous: and tho weéeare ftill labouring 
many difficulties, having had much ‘Rubbifh 
remove (like the J/raelites when they 


of the 70 years Captivity) and many Dave ene 
he deav to weaken our Hands, yet through 
infinite Grace we may fay, the Foundations! 
A2 


4 - 
~ 
> 
> 
“ha 
| 
or! 


| judged it {Carce deferved an 


ifile Dedicatory. — 
annot find the Wall, and fome itrive to bring 


God's Houle is Tho fome who would buitd § 


in a Stone of Babylon for a Corner, whilft others | 


endeavour to caft away a principal Pillar, becaule 
‘it has lain a long time corru ‘pal and. covered 


amongft . the. Antichriftian Refor- 


mation. is a glorious work, and ‘tis what we 


long and breathe after. Mr. D. and others have © 


eer helpful to the Church of God with refpe& to 


their way : by ‘which means I perceive many, 
in One refpe& much behind them, in another 
are got before them, and may See far — can 
Hands -1s rinci our 
ver{y;, and it is to be pen 
we fhould be forced to Work 
ture. Our Brother on this Confideration 
fwaded from doing what we 
and rather on this account than 
oe fome judg’d it would dothe Truth ther and 
ry, by weakning the cx 
ablifhed in it, or enquiri fome 


conlidering how well he wrote on yh other Prin- 


in this 


ciple, Shought it might the more likely tend *to 


‘intangle the weak, and more unwary Chriltian. 
Now astomy unde the Work, as I judged 
my felf uncapable in re of others: {0 it was 
not my to have been concerned, till put 
n it by in this City , and confideri 
ebackwardnels of others, it the more induc’ 


and confi- 


if to the ferious 


this na- ° 


- Baptifm, but-for want of further Light have loft | 


it And tho but abrup peru and cont 


| 
r 
<= 
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The Epiftle Deditator 
t deration of all, whofe Souls long after the goods. 
full reftoration, ‘and perfection of Sion hoping. 
§ the God of Truth will caufe it to entertainmentin ~ 
F the hearts of the humble, tho I expect it will, be. 
flighted by fuch as are paffionately opinionated of 
their own attainments and per{wafions, and who. 
are below receiving inftruction from their Inferi- 
ours. It is the grief of fome of you Cas I believe) 
to fee any whom you love and tender in the. 
" Lord, oppofing fo holy an Inftitution of Jeftis 
Chriit but however, this you will find in peru-~ 
fal of this Difcourfe, that tho too many Baptized: 
4 Chriftians utterly difaliow and reject it, nay feem: 
| not defirous to know the Mind of God herein; 
" yet many godly Perfons both of the Presbyterian 
and Independent Perfwafions (tho dark and negli* 
+ gent about the bufinefs of Baptifm ) Rave longed3, © 
| and fearched after the knowledg and difcovery of. 
_this Truth, nay have attained to.a good” under? 
ftanding and fatisfaction herein, having laboureed: 
| after a reftoration of it to its primitive 
ufe and purity, re it from the Corruptions. © 
and Mutations of the Popifs Church, not only in’ 
refpect of thofe abominable additions and 
tures of Chrifm, and other. ridiculous Ceremo— 
nies inits adminiftration, but alfo of the 
» to.whom of right it belongs, as abundantly ap-7am 
| Pears in a Treatife of Mr. Yonathan Hanmar’s,, 
writ 1658. when ’tis apparent their. Spirits were- 
very hot upon it. Ifind Mr. Caryl Cwrtiting 
. piftolary wife in commendation of the faid Book), 
{peaking thus: J conceive (iaith he) the Learned: 
Author of thefe elaborate Exercitations bas defer=> 
“ued well of the Churches, by clearimg:the may.of 


a 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
admiffor's from Scripture-grounds, and the concur- 
rent Teftimony of many, both Antient and Mo- 
dern Writers; alfo by difcovering and removin 
shofe Popifh Additions and Pollutions, which by fe 
veralficps have crept into it. And further he fays 
that-this ingenious and pious Overture holds forth 
lok than moft Churches have hitherto tt- 
Alfo Mr. Vennings’s honeft and judicious ex- | 
petits (in his Epiftle to the fame Treatife) | 


>. and Godlinefs, faith, Either by reafon of our dim- 
fightedne{s, berng not able to fee afar off, mor pene- | 
trate intothe depth and bottom of them, or by reafon 
of the abufive Traditions, and corrupt Gloffes with 

. which for many Ages they ave been clouded 

ana vver-caft, many Truths feem not fo clear, but | 
they need further clearing , among others, fuch as | 
velateto Churebh-Difcipline and Order, lon 
been under debate, and not without [ome smphdaviebi 
advantage, tho I humbly conceive we have not attain- 

ed fo far asto be alreadyperfeét, It remains there- 
fore that we prefs formard, and not be fo paffonately 
fond of our prepofjeft Conceptions, as not to have the 
patience to confider what may be offered to us, efpe- 

Mectally by fuch as wif well to Sion, and defire to fee 

Golpel-Temple sn its Beauty. If any Perfons are 

[pirited to fearch after further kuowledg in thefe 

: Affairs, to dig for vt as for hid Treafures, and when 
they have found a Vein of Golden Ore, to refine 
and ftamp us, we foould be in readinefs to 

m receive the Truth inthe love of it, and pay the 

me tribute and homage of Obedience for the fake of the 

pee of Truth, whofe Image and Super{cription it 

tars, 


can't weil omit who fpeaking of Reforthation 


What 


F 

| t 

On 

ti 

it 

0 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory, 
_ What great and profitable Pains my much honoured * 
Friend, the Reverend Author of the enfuing Ex- 
ercitation, bas taken in this one Particular prefen- 
ted to confideration, and with what Curiou{nefswith- 7 
ont Curt with Learning 
tion, ercerve Oy the peruf 
it > And tho my Opinion be of litle fignification, yer 
Icannot forbear to fay, that as tothe {ubftance and 
‘| main of the defign I judg it of fo confider able impor- im 
| tance, that I fee not how st can.be neglected with- 
| omt very great prejudice to Church-Communion, to 
 fay.no more, Haply fome may be fo nice.as.to be 
ended with the and adifike C ion 
for fear Bifhoping, as if that old-fapioned 
ment had but apiece of new-ndg'd Cloth put to it, 
and dreft upin another Mode : sf it werefo, can 4 
no good come out of Nazareth? Bonus odor veri- * 
tatis ex re qualibet; on 9 ave under fuch a 
fear, I think I may allure them they are-more afraid 
than hurt, yea-dfiaid where no fear is, as they will 
quickly find if they pleafe tocome and fee. 
[could with our diffenting Brethren would 
weigh the matter more ferioufly and moderately: 
and fince there has been by many of different Per- | 
{wafions fo diligent #fcrutiny made ad veritatem ¥ 
inveftigandam, and fuch holy Jongings after. the am 
mind of God herein, the refalt was hop’d to aval 
been, a fingular Agreement in the thing it elf. But 
itmay feem ftrange, I confefS, to. all difcerning 
ians, that not: be able to dit 
cover or out the Antichriftian pollutions and 
mutations in Baptifm, refpect of the Subjed 


and Manner of Bapti is fo appare 
contrary to the Gofpd rule and pattern ard 


a 
cot 


Tht Epiftle Dedicatory, — 
O that the God of J/rael would open the eyes of 
fomié eminent ones them, to fee the pr 
chryftal Stream of. this Inftitution of Chrift, or | 
help them (to whe Mr J”ennings’s phrafe)to fond the 
Vein of this Golden Ore, fince they will notreceive 
it as refin’d and for them by fich, | 
whofe Skill or Faithfulnefs they feem to 

But, 1. How ¢an they be perfe@ in ¢ che is 
sconftitution and Order; whilft they mifs the mark 
{6 confiderable an Ordinance as Baptifm, taking 

a Stone of Bibylon for Foundation, and thar 
for Baptifin whichis none? For it hasbeen 

r t there is ing remaining of it | 
among{t them faye'the meer Name. 
| 2. May it not be admired to fee Menof ,{ 
fuch Light and Conftience be only pleafed with - 
me the Theory and notional part of an Ordinance of 

Chritt? They fee it to & Gofpel inftitution, 
practice thereof; yeknow thefe things, happy are 
ye of ye do them, | | ‘ 

_ But how contrary to the Rule and glorious” 
me Doctrine of the Lord Jefus would they a@, 
am fitould they get into the practice thereof, whi 
py fo grievoully err in the adminifiration of 

aptifm, fince that alfo Nea to adult 
» perfons, as muft be own'd if the Scriptures be a 
perfect and fufficient Rule for as to walk by, and 
exprefs whatever is neceflary td know c 
this. as well as things of the like nature ? 
But probably fome objett, Since moft of 


4 


f the Authors mentioned ‘in this Difcourfe for the _ 
om further evincitig the ‘Fruth contended for, are cor- 


= 


- 


The: 


pt either in Baptifin or: laying on of bands,) or” 
bath, to what purpofe are they produced? . 

In anfwer to which mutt th 
fered on the'account’ of Author$ and Antiquity, 


has beers o¢cafionally d 


Mr. Danvers having 
led us in that path. "Nays! t fay, wearene:. 
Celfitated shareto by ay, I might fay, n 


reto by his means, unleis we fhould 
one.chief. his Book unanfwered, if 


hands. upon ievers, ass 
is no merition made of 


e in the Scripture: and-fe- 


in dying the the.Antient Fathers 
| ew main Trad: and the ufag 
 terly.deny Water ever a 
and fay it was never commanded by Chrift, but 
46a meer haman Invention, or Innovation of 
yea and affirm thatall the Fathers and Confeffors.., 
that heretofore pleaded for: it, wholly made ufe 
of Tradition, and ufageofthe Church in vindica-- 
tion, thereof: Would that is for 
it neceflar, not only to prove it inftitated: 
the Lord Jelus, and practifed by the Apofiles~ 
and primitive alfo, in “oppofition 
to his O that Writers both of for- 
mer and later times who contended for ‘it, did 
Aly to the’Seripture for its proof and confirmation, 
tho fome of them could ‘not do fo as touching the- 
Subject and Manner of Adminiftration? Hence it 
is We have took the fame method in the defence of.” 
an Ordinance of the fame Nature and Authority. . 
And now, my dear Brethren, I'cannot but ae-~ 


quaint you, that has been much re- 


<j 
%, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Seaeto his Truth, and Zeal for his Name.’ Let them 
| be afkamed 
are reproached, us it pati at 


‘ 
‘ 


le 
4 


| Moreit gets ground, and the Saints with 
after it:: for fince Mr. Danver'’s 
came forth, Meeting in London, on oné 
Gay; upon myown knowledg , near 30 perfons 


4s for our 


ont Souls, {o let.us walk as fich that experience 
the inward Life Tees them, that thereby 


Many to'receive this’ defpifed Truth, 
Tam perfwaded the more 2 Truths oppofed, the 


‘came ander the practice hereof: Vincet verir 
let. Truth atid-to ¢ 


| to conquer; 
the Lord willarife and -fcatter all the clonds of | 
y the re- 


Darknefs and ‘Oppolition, and take awa 
preach. halt ‘for their Witnefs 


tranfgrefs without caufé: if we 


faid,, You are my friends of you do whatfoever I com- 
Jore foall break\one of thefe . Commandments, 


ring omevery fide of us to tread under feet, 


“and contemptuontly defpife ali of them, let us ftir | 


sour felves with one-heaftin defence of them. 


ali yand as they are appointed as Conduit-pipes for 


conyeyance.of theSpirit,ard bleitings of the Gofpel, 


» frefhed:to hear how the work of the Lord has been # 
Carried on of ate amonett fomie of you, and ft 
-feadinels of 


a 
4 


teach Man fo, be fhrall be called theleaft'in tbe \ 

(Brethren, remem Spirit of God: 

» (8S them worth y of commendation who 

atid keep the Ordinances-as delivered to them, 

2. Cor.a1.2, and the more we fee evil Men and Se- 

ducers (as thofe called Ouakers and others’) la- 


| 
= 


te 


&; ¢ bé further tedious unto you, my: breath. 
ings and thatthe God dna Father of 
of al Comfort. and Conjelation, would fitt youl 

g of his ‘Will. mall Wifdom- 
d,.fpiritual anding, Brant you morer 
clear and heavenly Communion ‘with himftif’ and) 
with-ene another in. the paths of Peace and Righ- 


teoufhefs,. and.enable you to walk inoffenfively 
all «well-pleafing being fruitful tm every 
work: and..that the»God of ail Grace would 
eftabliths. ftengthen, and fettle you in his ‘Trath 
4 and Ways, that youmayeemaih unmovablelike 
aRock.in thefe. evil and’perilous times, 
fomany.turn alide, giving car to Sedacers, 
and lying, Spirits, with which our Days 
om falling,. and preferv’d without blame till 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Now that theGod of péace,that brought din 
the deadour Lord the great Shepoera of 
through the blood of the 
would fanctify you throughout, and keep you from 
falling, and you {pot 
the day Of bis glorious Appearance, fhall bet 
eonftant and hearty Prayer of 


Brother and Servant for 


Benjamia Keach. i 


F 


mau neantity The 14 Loctring 
ungs, having Lamps anc 
alfo~in our Vellels, vz. the form. of found” 
T 
yds, and power of Godlinefs.in our Hearts 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘The Epifle to 


Subftance of phis D was 
| formerly wrote d in an{wer 
Danvers’s Book 
being quite gone, I now, upon earneft defires there- 
mn to, prefent thee with a new one and the rather, 
becauje I bave met with a later and fiort 
wrote by a namelefs Author againft this Or- 
dinance, which +s alfo bere briefly a. Fhave 
alfo forme hopes it may tend to eftablifh {uch Churches 
. and Chriftians as are in the prattice o it, and con- 
Be vince fuch as do oppofe Lay? clear ‘and preci-. 
Peus an Ordinance Deftroy it not 
for a Bleffing that is in it. a being urmilling to 
be tedious to thee, I commit it to the Bleffing f | 
God, whofe Appoint ment it 


Decem..13. 
6 


we. 
i 
‘ 
\ 
wv 
| 
| 
4 | | | 
7 


Laying on of Hands’ 


BAPTIZED. BELIEVERS, 
As fuch,. 
both fron Scripture and 
to be a holy Inftitution of... 


CHRIST, 


an 


The INTRODUCTION. 
it de matter of oi and trouble 
fober and. pions ml 


| A‘ admiration tah eminent and 


Perfons, beclonded and darkned concerning 
_ one Ordinance, that are fo clear in and fo much 


for the prattice of another. How welt have fome of 


Brethren written concerning Baptifm? And 
| bow have they defended it againft the Arongeft 
oppofit ion, as Inftitution of fefus Chrift ? 
but yet bow have they oppofed this other facred. ~ 
Ordinance, or of God? Heb. 5. 
, aad Principle of 


Cloriftiau Religion, viz. 


(1 ) 
. 
| 


ing-on of ‘Hands - 
ion of bands upon baptized Believers as fuch ? 
ich they have fome of them cried down as much 
thty bavé cried Baptifm upyendring it nothing 
fave a meer Innovation, or Antichriftian — 
be. more clear 


Forgery +, whereas nothing can 
that it is of the nature anf akthotity'wi 
Bapti{m, and ought equally to be contended fer, 
being inter prima Rudi Fidei Chriftiane, 
the firft Rudiments of the Chriftian 
-Faith.. Dangerous it isto pull one ftoneout of the 
Foundation tbe Houle of God: the Lora open 
their eyes to fee their weaknefs, However, what 
they have. written concerning this Principle, 
in this enfuing Treatife examined, weighed, and 


. 


R. Danvers in 3. 
after having given us an Account bo | 
m . Scripture, and Antiquity, of the bufinefs of Bap- 
tifm, in its Inftitution, Subje¢t, Manner, ard 
End, Cc. that it may neither ‘be unneceffary - 
nor unprofitable to give us an atcount of Laying on 
of hands, not only ufe it sxmediarely follows 
that of Baptifm, Heb. 6. 1,2. but more efpeciall 
becaufe for Confirmation ( as it bas -been called ) 
it had been next after baptifin fo folemnly at- 
ferted, practifed and enjoined, both in former 
and later times, as an Ora« wre of Chrift, and 
effentially neceflary to Church-Conimurion: But 
mem What this Laying on of bands is, sec oy that of 
Con- 


A 
| 
A 


Confirmations founded on the Word of God, he 
télls us, he fhall confider, examin, and recom: 
mend it to the judgment of. all difcerning,. and” 


ial Chriftians." 
Reply, He hath in his Treatife of Baprifm done 
well ; Febovab blefs his Work and Pains therein, 
And is it fo in very deed? Is.the ground and’ 
reafon why he undertook to write about Laying 
on of bands, becaufe it immediately follows B fm, b, 
been fo 


Heb.6. 1, 2? Did he find it fo clearly there 

has that of Confirmation; as it is called, 

folemnly afferted in former and later times as an 

Ordinance of Chrift, and neceffary to. Church- 

Communion? Methinks ifthis be fo, he fhould 

have been very careful how he fpake or wrote 

againft fuch an Ordnance, which fo immediate. 
ly follows Baptifiit according to the Scripture; 

- and more efpecially confidering what he. fays 

about Authors and Antiquity, concerning Con- § 

firmation, or laying on of hands, it having been’ 

. fo folemnly afferted, practifed, and enjoined, as 
aboye faid. 
. Tho for my part I judg it not worth my whileg 
to make fach a narrow fearch into Authors,C anons, | 
Decrees of General Councijs,and the like, as proba- 
bly he and many may do: confidering we havetlie ¥ 
Word of Chrift fo plain and clear in the cafe; what 4 
need we trouble our felves further, efpeciaily be- 

(ing fatisfied, as fome of the Fathers have faid 

| themfelves; that no Doctors, nor Councils are of 


-* any a or credit without the Werd of God? 
'  Yet-finding fo many of the Antients {peaking fo 7 
clearly touching this Ordinance, tho under ano- 

ther name, it confirms me in my belief and prac- @ 


QF 
| 


| 


on. of Hands. 
herein’ think it thould the 
more flumble them for whatlocver credit, or. 
efieem fome Authors have 
menti g he grant 


them’ to ft who have writ- 
the Apoltles time, , as hereafter may be 


In the. next plate he tells. us, what =< he 
will obferve in Writing his Treatile,. viz... 
Give us an-account what 
ite So he is pléafed to call it) m 


Fathers, and 

Thi H and injined b the 
dly Ow pr 

Rome 


How by the Church of En 
__Fifthly, How maintained b the Pref- 
bytersdn and Independent Perfwafions. 
Sixthly, How and by feve-. 
talof the Baptized Churches in Nation, 
Then he epccrent: to fhew, how Laying on of 
eam ‘bands was usd in the New Tefament : 
Mark 10.16. 
_ 2. For Healing, 1, Marl. 6. §. _ 
| . 3. For conferring the extraordinaryGifts of the, 
Baptifm, tts 9,17. After 
$6.1 
In Ordination, 6.6, Tim. 4. 14. 


m.: db readily grant what he fays about the | 
forts of Lay: ng on of bands, and the ufe and 


but mul needs except againit what 


ta 
ale 
Ww 
at 
ib 
| 
| 


Oracle, pe 
affirmation 62, 63. 


withftand him, for he goes toofaft: | 
I fhould be glad could be an Inftrument inthe’ . 
hand . of Chrift to recity. their underitanding, 
herein who doubt about it; for they’ feem to be 
mauch miltaken about that. Text, 
that in Aéts 8.14315. thall. 
er fomething in the firit place to this; Doth 
not. the Scripture fay plainly in Aéts 9.17. that 
ceive Wis fight ? W y then, -it was 
or the aadeumal Gifts of the S st? If that 
which is expreft to be the effects of Asamas 
' putting. his hands on Paul, was the only 
| of that Service, which is according to hig, 
own arguings upon 8. 14. 19, 166 
| then it was only for his fight, for it is faid he, - 
) received his fight, but not a word of his receivitig. 
the Holy: Ghoft, when he laid his hand upon, 
| him: that he was fent to Sau/, that he might re-. 
ceive the Spirit, is grarited ; but whether by lay-: 
| yine.on of ds or fome other means, is yet to: 


roved : this being an extraordinary cafe, 
4 different from that in Aéts 8. 14, 1§.. 
& Ananias his laying hands on Saulas a blind Man, : 
“© that he might receive. his fight (which. anfwers: . 
| to that in Adark 16. 18,.) and Peter lay~; 


ins 


upon baptized Believers. 5) 
he fpeaks concerning the third fort: be affirms — 
that Hands were laid upon Perfons for conferring 
the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, andmen- 
tions..two Scriptares-for proof, viz. 
the 
r ¥ hasbeen faid to this very pol 

| 
| 


6 ‘Laying on: of Hands 


‘how much they are miftaken herei 


miitake,,. 


‘they fent unto them Peter and John, who whez th 
were come down, prayed for them that they mig 
- veceive the Holy Spirit, (’tis not faid the extraor- 


. the following words, that the Spirit came upon 


tized Believers as fuch, for their receiving the’ 
Holy Spitit, makes to the Controverfy 
pending, them together, as 
Subject,' Manner, End, were one and 
_ But Secondly, to proceed to that Scripeare 
Aéts8. 14. where mention is made of Peter and 
‘fobn’s laying their hands on Believers in 
Samaria, which our Brethren affirm was alfo to 
confer the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, but 
n, fhall be exa- 
mined : Since it appears not that the Apoftles at 
Ferujalem did either fend Peter and Fohn to Sa ' 
maria upon that account, or that they laid their 
hands upon thofe believing Samaritans to that on- 
ly end, ’tis very ftrange Mr. D. or others fhould | 
affirm =e he thing; therefore to prevent this | 
: us once again examine thefe Texts; | 
Now when the Apoftles, which were. at Jerufalem, § 
heard that Samaria had received theWord of God, | 


ary Gifts, bat the Holy Spirit, thofe you fee — 


are the exprefswords ) for as yet ({aiththe Text) 


he was fallen none of them, only they were bap- — 
tized in the ‘Name of the Lord then laid | 
they their hands on them, and they received they 
Holy Ghoft, Verl. 14, 25. 1 know ’tis objected from 


them -in fome vifible or extraordinary manner, J 


 becaufe Simon faw, that thro’ laying on of the A- © 


poftles hands the Holy Spirit was piven. This is 
4 


a 
° 
4 
| 
| 


of Manif. 
them, to convince Simon that 1 the Holy 
Spirit? The Text doth not fay, they either /paka, 
with Tongues, or wrought Miracles. Butif for” am 
arguments fake, we fhould grantthey receivdthe 
_ Spigit in fome extraordinary manner, as thofe in 
Aéts 19. it would not follow, that this was the’ - 
abfolute end of this Service ; for if we may ‘reafon: 
as they and others have done after this manner,’ 
that- what was the effects of their laying, their 
hands upon them, was the end why they laid on 
their that End is. by none attained 
thefe days,therefore Laying on of hands is not prac- 
ticable in thefe days; we fhall fhew youthe fad 
Confequences and Abfardities that. would follow’ 
fuch an Inference. To proceed, ‘tis faid Ags 
4. 31. that when the Apoftles had prayed, the 
= was fhaken where they were aflembled; 
ow mark, becaufethis Miracle was wrought as» 
the effect of their praying, canit be thought that” ~ 
was the end of Prayer, or that we muft not pray 
becaufe no fach- effeés are wrought now ? And 
when Philip had baptized the Eunuch, Aéts8. 
’tis faid the caught away Phslip, that the 
Exunuch faw him nomore: what a f{trange thi 
was this that followed Baptifm ? But now becanie 
this Miracle followed @s the effect of that Admini- % 
{tration then, fhall.we conclude it was the end.of 
the Ordinance of Baptifm? But again in 
| 10.44 while Peter was preaching the Word ‘to . 
unto thofe that were in his Houfe 
‘tis faid, The Holy Ghoft fell on all them that beard» 
the Word, fo that they {pake with Tongues, 
OW 


upon baptized Believers. 
ition for who can tell: what kind 
ations of the Spirit might in 


in’ 


— 


Spirit, or Miracles, were thie end of Preaching, 
becanfe fuch kind of Effects followed preaching 

ely none will argue fo,. that underftand them- 
és: for if that was the End of preaching, 
becaufe it was the Effect that followed , and that 
Efte@ now we may fay as 
many do, Preaching is ceafed, if he and others — 
h and fuch extraordinary: 


4 


argue right: for 
Gifts of the Spirit-followed (fay they ) when 
- baptized Believers did come under laying onof - 
hands in the Apoltlesdays, and thefe Giftsare not 
given now; therefore Ordinance.is ceafed, 


it being only for the Confirmation of the Gof- 
Now fay I, by the fame Argument, all the Ine 
ftitutions of Chritt may be denied, as wellaslaye _ 
ing on of hands: As Firft, Meeting and aflem> ~ 
bling together; fee 2. 1..’tisfaid, They were 
me all met together with one accord im one place, and * 
fuddenly-there came aSound from Heaven asef a 
rufping Wind, and it filled all the Houfe wherethey \ 
were fitting. Verl£2. And there appeared. 
them cloven Tongues like fire, and fat cath: 
of Wem. Verl3. And they were all filled with 
Holy Ghoft, and began to [peak with Tongues as. 
the Sprit gavethem utterance, = 
Here isno mention of any other Ordinanee, 
fave only aflembling together, God 
being pleated firft to confirm the Time of Wor- 
| fhip under the Gofpel, viz, the firft Day of the - 
Week, for fo was the day of Pentesof, as Tra- 
#} . dition has handed it down: and mind what effects 
| ft, 


Wow fhali we fay, the extraordinary Giftsof the 
fer 
w 
‘ 


baptized Relievers. “9 
ie. ‘Tis not ( now, fhail we therefore aft 


no more! | 
Secondly, “When the the Houife 
was fhaken, but. ‘tis not “fo doth 


Wier Gal wos bg there 


voice heard fram Heaven, faying, This is 
— Son, iu whom I am well pleajed, and 
nee Dove. And 


the was ba the Spirit caught 
away: Philip, but not now 


‘4 follow not new when we preach ergo 
no Man is authorized to preach now, by ‘their 


ar 
ba Believers, Afts 19, the holy Spirit | 


Believers have hands laid upon 


* The Seekers ufe this Objettion inft all Ordinances, 


4 faying none are impowered to adminifter any becaule not fo 
indowed with Power from on High and their Argument s 


fully agree with theirs herein againft laying on of Hands. 


Of this let rational judg. 


<8 any to be Deptized now, Theirs pry 
Fourthly, Peter preached to the Jews, Ads 2. 
and at one Sermon three thoufand were coiver- 
_) ted: And he preached to Cornelius, Atts to, and 
| while he preechens the holy Spirit came upon 
4 them that heard the Word, that they {pa ¢ with 


~ Faith and Practice concerning 


Gifts of the Spirit being the 
vonce or as in the Scripture; that 


in «it, and that becaufe-I find every “Golpel- 
Ordinance and Inftitution of Chrift was “iit the | 


6-to 2.4; by-Si and divers Mi- 
iracles, and of the Holy Ghoft, according to 
higown Will. A 


is, I fay, of an eftablifhing nature to me,’ And 
| Mere than any of the other, notwithftanding what 


“ 
] | 
‘ 
4 


has already been done. But to proceed, 
ya 


Contr arsw1 


ar 
figmb! 


But 
from the ‘confideration of 


Dam thereby. abundantly confirmed, and eftabli 


{Primitive timemore or leis confirmed, according 


this Ordinance of Jm- 
‘poftt ton. 0 Hands, fo owned by Febevah, 
cand w HY con b aordi 
Ing, 


y inary | 
Gifts of the like’ as Affembling together, 
Prayer, and. Baptizing Hath? been; 


ho ground toexcept againft this Ordinance 


ever hath been faid or written againft it from | 
thence. And: becaufe ‘I Jknow it has ‘ftumbled 
Many, that the end of laying on of hands, és. 9 
Bop. was for the extraordinary Gifts of the Spi- % 
“rit; fhail be the largerupon this particular, fally 
, to:remove and take off this Objection, which in 


rm again that the end’of that laying on ot 
8. 14, TS. and: As 19. 6. was 


~ 


w we lay hands no‘more? Sure 

| Ries ‘MO more reafon to neglect or lay Bate 
than we have all the other Or-. 

ed them’ ively, as well Laying 
¢ ‘needs fay, 
or weakned i my 


Beliewers. 
as the 


Wias never 


and 

in the leaft, 2... 

Sec couldynot bef 

ever given but tofome.p 

the; Holy Spirit, is to, 


the. fend. you another. Com- 
even.the S Sperst “which foall abide 
| have, the, Spirit 
eter; 
fo cod yar Tei Sus Chrift 
fon, the rem:fion of Seas recesye theGaft 
your Children, and to all that are fat 
| asthe Lord on God call., The irit being 
y promifed to all that were ient to. 
axe: Chil othe Caled of 2 ftles 
ed. by Neb le Samari- 
‘to Obedience, they well and were 
-affired that the Holy. rit, the if ortery Was 
their Right, Promife Privilege, as welkasiany 
other Golpel-Believers ; and therefore fentthem 
and "on, that they might reecive 


~ 


tan they in{ftante in, the Cale, fince. what they 


‘third Reafon and thus I ar-| 


anc Yolo 

or-nat in Faith:% 


he... 


they: -prefume ) fome® 


Febovab was plealed to'give-fomic 
\extenr-of the Bleffings of che 
it isithat- for fome! time afterah 
Death ‘and’ Refarrection of few of the 
of Almighty, ‘int fn 
“Ch tbe Eph 3.6 This Peon. 
the Ordinance Of aying On: of hands: ‘wheri “ad- 
vincethern he had ‘miade' good his Fon 
But if you wilt hay; that the Keafn, | 
or'Caufe why, Peter and ‘ohn did lay their | 
lands thole baptized Believers. iwas not fo 


mifé of God-@nd Ghrift} to build 
i# Faith upon, as to what they"prayed for: 7 
But if it was foithe extraordinary of the. 3 
Spirit, ‘as where fhall we find an 
fuch ifethat the ground their’ Fat 
And is-it not finful to pray for that which 
| has no’ where pr confidering what 
the Scripture ‘faith, 14,23? There aré di- 
vers Promifes, as hath been hinted, made’by God 
of giving the Spirit, granty*but not the extras 
ordinary Gifts T. “God promifed, he would pour’ 
out his Spirit on his Servants'and Hand-maids< 
Ente in’ 14. 16. promifed the 
Comforter: to ‘all that love him, keep his 
Commandments: ‘And in -Aéts 2. 38° itis 
mifed to all that‘repent, and And 
doubti€G it was*by‘virtue of thefe remiiffes, or. 
Promifes of the like nature; that Peter’ 
prayed, and laid theigfands on thofe’ Believers 
mitt Szmariagand Paul onthofe at Ephefus, 
thew” us what‘ Ground or Promile’ they 
‘If you fay, the extraordinary Gifts of the Spe 
Merit were promifed ; fay I; they werepromi- 
fed to'Perfons of fach or 4Naine, - 
= qualified. Now furely. none will fay, to Perfons of 
anyfhould obje% againft me “Mark 16447,18. -and 
fay, miraculous Gifts are promifed to fuch as de believe, 
Sc. anfwer, that by believing, cannot be,megnt, the 
MS Grace of Faith in that place , for if it fbould, we may 


5 


Wis it is therefore meant of the extraordinary Gift of Faith, or 
Faith of Miracles, atcording to Cor. 1. 4nd 13.2. 
He that fo believes, nothing can be too hard far him.” 


fay, no man doth now, believe, or bath true Faith mChrifts 


| 


cerved the Word, and were baptized, fent for 


the Promife of the extraordinary Gift is mage to | 
-every Chriftian Man and Woman; yea and 
‘there is not one Soul that is a Believer indeed, | 


-trine taught and delivered to the Saints, but g 
‘hath more or lefs received the Spirit of God, ac- 4 


~ extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit given to 
|’ thatdid believe, be convinced that Jefus was the 


34. Laying on of Hands 
fuch orfuch a Name; therefore it muft be pro. f 
mifed to Perfons fo or fo qualified, and thofe 
Qualifications alf muft be known: if the Quali 
Cations be not Repentanee, Faith, and. Baptifm 
then aflign what they are: If you fay, Faith and 
Repentance be the Qualifications; then fay I, 


every fincere Believer receive thofe Gifs, 
or God doth fail of his Promife: For I am fure 


having obeyed from the heart the form of Doc- 7 


cording to the Promife or Promifes made to | 
them as Perfons fo and fo ener or called, | 
as hath already been minded. » 
~ Fourthly, The end of that Laying on of hands, % 
Aéts 8. could not be for the extraordinary, | 
Gifts of the Spirit, becaufe thole extraordi- 
nary Gifts, or Miracles, ferve nor for them © 
that believe, but for them that believe not. 
Now can any think, Peter and Fobn were fent by * 
the Apoftles from’ Ferufalem to thofe that liad 
received the Word,and were baptized in Samaria, 
for the profit and benefit only of the Unbelievers ~ 
there, that they, wiz. fuch as did not believe in 
Samaria, might by beholding the | or 
em 


Chrift ? Surely no Man can think, or imagine — 
fuch a thing, efpecially confidering the Text @ 
fays plainly, They were fent to them that had re- 


their 


= 


| 
ty 
44 
bs 


6. bapti@ed Believers, 
their particular Comfort, and further:Confola-. 
tion in Chrift Jefus, that fo they might ftand. 
compleat in the whole Will of God, and might. 
be matle Partakers of the Spirit of Promife made 
to every believing Soul baptized, Aéts2, 38, for as 
W@W much-as it was their right, and they ftood in 
reat need of it, as all poor Souls do who enteg 
under Chrift’s Banner: For as our 
Lord Jclus, after he was baptized, had the Spi- 
rit defcending upon him, and was ftraightwa 
expofed to temptation from the Devil; even fo - 
* areall his Followers, when they take up the Pro- | 
i feflion of the Gofpel, to expect to meet with: 
fore Trials, Temptations, and Afflictions, and 
) therefore have need of more of the Spirit to ftreng- 
B then, encourage, fapport, and comfort them, and 
to givéthem further affurance of the Love pf God, 
» that they may not flag, nor be difheartned, but 
may be abundantly enabled to overcome al] Ene- 
—™& mies and Qppofition, and remain faithful to the’ 
' Lord Jefus unto the death. To this end doubt- 
lefs the Apoftles fent Peter and Fobn from 
falem;, who when they \came, and lay’d 
their hands upon thofe- Men and Women bapti- 
# zed, even for the Holy Spirit of Promife, for | 
} their particular profit, comfort and benefit, and. 7 
not for extraordinary Gifts or Miracles, which 
+ was (’tis plain from Heb. 2. 4.) for the Confir- 
+ mation of the Gofpel to them that believe not, % 
(according to 1 Cor. 14.22.) Wherefore Tongues 
are for a fign, not to them that believe, Out to. | 
them thar believe not but erveth 
ro for them that believe not, but them which be- 
breve, 
‘ B 2 Fifthly ; 


4 
t 


| 


believed, and continued with Philip, and’ 


| 6 ‘Laying ‘on of 


Miles Jaid their Bands on thofe in Samaria, becaufe 


therefore 1 conclude, that that laying on 


and this being fo,,my work is’near done: | 
already, for if they in giving us 
count 


the way @f God's People: For if Pra 


Hands. 


Phin This being fo, it could not be for the} 
extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, that the Apo- 


there was no need of further Miracles, forafmuch 
a Phdip had wrought fuch mighty Miracles and 
Wonders in that City before, in f much that 
they were all conyinced; yea the very. Sorcerer 


wondred, beboldsng the MGracles and Signs which 
mere done, Acts$.13. Surely the at 
Gerujalem hearing of thofe things, and how the, 
People, yea the whole City, were convinced and 
fatisned that Jéius was the Chrift, would never: 
have fent Peter and fobn to do that work which , 
was effeCtually done before by Phili 
was not for Totigues, Miracles, or the" 
ordinary Gifts of the Spirit, cor 


true Ac- . | 
in the 


eftament, they mifs.in the main caf 


Ww Laying on of hands was o 


New 


of, 
all; and if that Laying on of hands, Ats8.14,15, 
fe Of tiie Spirit, the greateft Objection is anfwer- . 


Acts 19, was not for the extraordinary 
ed, and the, chief’ ftumbling-block taken, out of 


and, | 
loch, as a Principle of Chrift’s Doc-. 


Laying oniot hands was practifed u 
evers 


ij “trine, for the promifed Spirit, the Comforter, § : 
as forconlidered, which is the abfolute Right, 
Portion,°and Prmilege of every believ 


tothe end of thélWorld, then doubtle® the Or- 
dinance muit needs remain in full force and virtue | 


> 


be 


m as God's way, means, or method of’ conveyarice 

of the faid Spirit’ to all his Chofem always, even: 4 
until the end. But becaule J thall have occafion 

to fpeak more to this angn I forbear 7 4 

upon’ it here. 


bath been corrupted by Antichrs/t, 
“not to be rejected, 


M Laying has been afferted by 

. i the Antients, and by the Canons and Decrees of 

feveral... Pag. how by the: 

17. how by the Church | 
land ; Pag. 24. how by Sime both of 

Presbwerian and Independent Perfwafion, 

to him y filling up 

with Stories of. this kind, 


makes more 
| 
Bin into Authors, for. 


| 

(> 


18 Lajing on of Hands 
for Laying on of hands as immediately following 
Baptifmm,and as neceflary to Church-Communion : 
And I muft.confefs, I did not think fo much 
could have been produced from Authors and Anti- 
ity in the cafe, as I perceive there may, having 
through hismeans, according as I am capable, 
made fome fearch; Tho I muft fay, if there 
were ten times more to be urged on that account, 
had we not the Authority of God’s Word to 
warrant our Prattice, it would fignify nothing: 
For wewillfay with Ignatius ; Whofoever {peaks 
gore than w written, altho he faft, altho he keep his 
Virginity, altho he work Miracles, altho he pro- 
abel, yet let him feem to thee a Wolf amengft the 
Sheep: Epjft.ad Hierom. 
But to proceed, I wonder Mr. Danvers fhoul 

condemn, and wholly caft away Laying on of © 
hands upon baptized Believers, and . nothing | 
to do with it, becaufe it had been corrupted by | 
the falfe Church; the Subje&, and Manner of © 


_ Adminiftration being quite altered, and changed; 
Bae the Ordinance, or pure Inftitution being turned ’ 


into abominable Superftition: may he not as well 


calt away B.prifm and the Lora’s Supfer alfo, © 


fince they have beenevery way as much corrup- 
ted, changed, and polluted as this? Nay, what 


Ordinance has not? Our work is to difcover,* © 


and remove all Popiil: Additions and Pollutions, 
which in the days of darknefS crept in, that fo | 
we may fee every Inftirution thining forth in its ‘ 


primitive purity and. fplendor , and not reject | 


any Ordinance of Chrift, becaufe polluted by 


Be Antichrift. What tho (as he faid ) thofe Popes 


Councils, and Fathers, that enjoined and ‘ 
impo- 


i! 
h 
5 
| 


upon baptized Believers. 


J impofed Infants Baptifin for an Ordinance 


Chrift, enjoined that of Confirming In- 
Reply. If it was. as_ early corrupted, altered, 
and changed as Baptifin, ouglff'we not, fined God 

has given us the Light of his Word and Spirit, to.” 
recouer it from thofe Corruptions as well as Bap- 

tifm? Infants Baptifm we all fay, is a Popilh 
Tradition, or humane Innovation; yet 1s Bap- 
tif Chrift’s Ordinance: { in like manner we 
fay, is ps bi at of hands upon Infants, or fach* 
as have only been baptized in, Infancy, a meer 
Popifh Rite, and Innovation: yet Layin¥ on of 
hands upon baptized Believers as fuch, is an Or-* 
dinance of Chrift, as. divers worthy Men have 


learly proved from God’s-Word, ‘And tho the. 


Antient Fathers and Councils he fpeaks of, toge- 
ther with thofé of the Charch of Rome and Eng- 
land, do ‘wholly fly unto Traditions to prove. 
their practice of Laying on of hands upon Chil- 
dren; this will no more weaken our practice of 
1 aying on of hands upon baptized Believers, than” 
their fying to Tradition, and Ufage of thes 
Church, to prove their Infants Baptifm, weakens 


* . our practice of baptizing Relievers, 


Moreover, thofe cf the falfe Chureh, who" 
wholly make afe of Tradition to prove their Pe- 
dobaptif{m, might without doubt, had. God been” 
pleaied to open their eyes, feen that Baptifn was # 
a Divine Inftitution oF ifed by the Apoftless 
even fo might they allo have eafily feen, sha? that 
Laying on of hands prattifed by the Apoftlés 
next after Baptifm, was Chrift’s holy Appoint- 


ment; tho they could not find their ridiculous 


B 4 Rites 


| 
| 


20 Laying on of Hands 
Rite, and Popifh Ceremony of Confirming Chil- J a 
dren fo to be, there being not the leaft Word of of 


God for it. Pe 
But from what our Opponents fay of Authors, 1 ft 
obfétye, that in the Antichriftian Church, ever § @: 

. fincé the Apoftacy from the good old way of the § fu 
Gofpel, there has been fomewhat praétiféd and 
kept the room and imitation of that Ldying 
on nds lies Yenc by Chrift, and practifed fu 
by the Apoftles) upon baptized Believers as 
fach, and as necefMlary to Church-Communion, § A 
" as wellas they have kept up fomething they call § 
Baptifm, in imitation of the true Baptifm. And § ° 
‘tis evident, that as the Romifh Church has §@ © 
abominably corrupted the Ordinance of Bap- 
tif as to the Subject and Manner of Admini- |} i 
ftration, and added many ridiculous, and fuper- 
ftitious Fopperies to it; even fothey havedone 4 


by Laying on of hands: The Silver us become 

drofs, and the Wine mixed with Water, Ifa, 1. 

22. He fhall (faith Daniel) think tochange Times 

and Laws ({peaking of the little Horn) and they 

foall be given imtohis hand, &c. Chap.7.25. 

But to proceed, do our Brethren utterly dete 

. all thofe impious Forgeries and Ceremonies ufed 
in Baptifm, and contended for by thofe Fathers 

me Councils, and corrupt Churches they {peak of, 
and fo clearly witnels againit them, for changing j 


mm. the Subject, and Manner of Baptizing; and yet ¢ 

Se ali the while hold for Baptifmit felf, and faith- | 

fully contend for it ; yea and conclude too, not- 

withftanding thofe Abufes, and Corruptions b 

the Antients, and in the falfe Church, Baptifin all 

along was maintained ? this I fay, rather confirms 
4 


upon baptized Believers. 2r 

_ @ and proves the thing it felf to be an Ordinance. 

8 of Jefus Chrift than otherwife (tho notas they 
perform and practife it) why cannot .they do 
‘the like concerning that Rite of Popifh Confir- 
mation ? We do detect and abominate all thofe 
{uperftitious Ceremonies ufed by them, and wit- 
nefs againft them for changin of the Subjett, viz. 
‘from baptized Believers to {prinkled Infants, or 
fuch as were rantifed in their Infancy; and yet 
contend for the thing it felf, as practifed in the 
Apoftles time: and little reafon they have to 
blame us herein; fince the work of Reformation, 
or to labour to reduce Ordinances to their pri- 
mitive Purity and Luftre,is by all accounted a glo- 
rious Work; yea, and it isa full andcompleat « 

} Reformation we all long for, not only for one 

*!} Ordinance to be reftored and refined from the 
drofs, and abominable filth of Popifh Traditions, 

-} but every Appointment and Ordinance of Chrift. 

: Mr. Danvers, p.30. (having given us an account 

= how Laying on of hands, or Confirmation, has 

been aflerted and prattifed,. 

By the Antients; 

By Councils; 

| Bythe Church of Rome; 

By the Church of England ; 

fome of the Independent, and Presbyterian» 

W 


afion ; 
| And Laftly,By fome of the Baptized Chmrches) | 

_ He comes to examine upon what ground fach j 
great Ordinance has been, and. is enjoined, 
| Reply. Doubtlefs it concerns us all to fee what 
ground, or Scripture-warrant we have for what- 

ever wedo, or is done inthe Wortlip and 

B § vice. 


Of 
as to Confirmation or Laying : 


Tay 


part thereof may full 
impiety of it; whether. 
which is called 
Wi 
Thead of the 
thee with the fign of t 
of Salvation, in th 
ahd Holy Spirit’; th 


ment; his Head bound 
ith Go 


of C onfir mation, 3. He 
Reply. Well might Hommius 
mous a and 

{uper{titious Men. 


= fay; the reafons given for the fame by the 
Mare Mr. Cal 


as fou 


pt) 
ad Ay [radition : ae 
ue we tr Very ing of the 
becting “the, ane, 
ton, Perfettion, 
by putting’the fign 
finger, in the fore- | 
neie Words:. J fien 
und with the 
the 
ing. in@white Gar... 
with Linen, his Hair cut, | 
». OF Sureties; this is | 
aith Mr. Danvers) what fevera] Popes. and 
Couneils have by their Canons and Decreesde- | 
great Sacrament § 
tell us, that ‘it is 
es, but Blafphe- 
ain Invention of 
| ight Tilenus call 
ft, an Excrement of Antichril} “Ang Amifuse\) 
Papilts; 
mcry 
To 
add a pallave out of a Treatife of 
Mr. Hanmer, 2 Presbyterians who tho very Clear 
Mamliching Laying on of Hinds upon Adult Per- 
fons Baptized bebire they are admitted’ to the 


baptized Believers.” 
Lord's Table, yet cries. down the Papifts 
herein in refpect of manner and form’; Bey be ufe 
( faith he) anointing C a compound 
of Oiltand Balfam, confecrat the 

which'as it was never inftituted 
faith he Cas fome ithad 
original from.C alzxtus Bithop of Rome, 
who ordained to be. perfors.- 

with Chry/m, which before was 4 
dorie. with impofition of hands without. 
Ghryfwe; » And farther he {peaks of the 


form, which (faith he) the make to lie. im 


thefe words: Confignote figno, Crucis, & confrmo? 
te Chryfmate falutis, in Patris, & Fils, 
te: I 
theesmith the Chryfm of in 
Name of the Father, Son, and. Holy 
‘Ameer humane invention. and device Mr, 
Hanmep,) that has not the leaft, ; 
fhatlow for it from the cure *, 
Alfo another: exception. be. brings. mer on. Con- 
ainfe the. Popifh Way of Layin on. firmation the : 
of viz. in the 


Subject, they confirming Infants, *compleating 


Inftitution it belongs.only to fuch - ets, 
as are Adult, And it ap that: 
hence is witnels: againtt: 
| t 


ty 


= 


‘thee with the fig theC 


anticnt.way Of 


When according to the Apoftolical CHORE 


Vik, the abot and 
ruption of it, asappeats in his 

To which agrees.the*Teftimony of 

Our Men (lath, he.) have often foewed, that the 


* Sée Mr:Hane - 


6 
Es: 
| 


"24 Laying on of Hands 
pag. 65. 


That Calvin owned Confirmation, or Laying 


tllud in pueriles vertendo Ineptias, non 


tious Traditions, and fuch as are repugnant tothe 
were removed, may pioufly be ufed tothe | 


edification of the Church, according to the confent 
of the Scripture. 


Exercitat. upon. 


on of hands, to be a Diving Inftitution, take his 
own words: Namneq; pro fua utilitatecom- 
mendari poteft fanttum hoc Inftitutum, nec Papifte 
fatis exprobari tam flagitiofa Corrupte 


lerunt medio, fed eo quoque ad impura & smpia 
Superfiitionis pratextum turpiter abufi. For 
neither can thisholy Inftitution (faith he) be enough 


commended for its Utility, nor the Papifts be fuf- | 


ficiently upbraided with their [0 flagitious corruption 
of it, that by turning of it into childish Fopperies, 
they have not ony taken it away, but have alfo fo 
far foamefully abufed it, for a colour of an impure 


and impious Superftition. And further ,hépfaith : 


Adulterinam enim illum Confirmationem, quam in 
locum furrogarunt,infiar eretricis, magno Ce- 
remoniarum {plendore, mu!tifq; pomparum fucis, fine 
modoornant. For they do anon meajure deck that 
Adulterous Confirmation, which they have [ubfi- 
tuted in its room, like a Harlot, with great {plendor 
of Ceremonies. If therefore (faith that worthy 


Shall be drained from thefe mixtures of humane In- 


> ventions that have for a long time fo defaced and 


dtformed it, viz. not called it a Sacrament ; if 
their Popifh matcer (both remota, and proxima) of 
oining with confecrated Chry/m the forehead 
the Confirmed in the form of : Crofs, be removed., 

of 


Author in his faid Excercitat. p. 51.) Confirmation 


; 
f 
| 
| 
| ‘ 
| 
| 
a 


upon baptizea Beltevers. 
§ arrived to years of difcretion, be admitted, 


2 
if neither Infants ‘nor Children, who are not yer 
ut 


fuch as are Adult, who are able to givean account — 


of their Faith, and the work of Grace their 
os finally if thofe feigned Effetts; mentioned 
Additions that bame betidedit:-in the déclinin 
times of the Church, be Tejetted and caft off an 
if done only with Prayer and Laying on of hagas 


— of all Church-Privileges, as moft agreeable- 
to that of the Apoftolical and primitive times; 


for the admiffion of Perfons as full Members, tothe 


as thegnd and ufe of it, together. withthofe 


will (Gth he) conceive be found tebe exceedin 
d antageous, asa thing reqnifite, 
not. necefjary toa right Reformation, and the-ree™ 


ducing of the Churches of Chrift to-their native 
beauty, and primitive purch fate and conflitw- 


And that it might appear it was not only his 


owrijadgment, together with Calvin, and Chem-~ 


of the Churches, viz. Peter Martyr 
e viz. Peter 

the Divines of Leyden, Pareus, Rivet, Peter alu 
Moulin, Didoclavius, as all witnelling to Laying 
on of hands u 
poftolical Inftitution, and that which ought to be 
prattifed by the Churches of Chrift, being refined 


beft Expedient, and readielt way to ahappy Re- 
formation, according to the primitive a 

To which I might add Mr. Caryl, Mr. Baxter 
Mr. Ralph Venning, and Mr. G. Hug 


hes, who 
{peak the fame hings concerning, Confirmation, 
as 


the Baptized as as an Ar | 


trom all Popifh Corruptions and Additions, as the ~ 


feveral other eminent Lights 


ttern.; 


q 
t 


7 
=. 


m Laying on of Hinds 


_ asumay: be feen in their iftlest D 
Independents . the forementioned Mr. th 
and Presbyteri-. -Flanmers, in commendation, and {p 
Potten | to fee how clear they be in their 4 
nds, 
a 
1 
t 


ioufly 


Ordinance ing, on 
and how learnedly and judic 
they have laboured to recover. it from thofe Po- * 
pifh Mixtures, and curfed Pollutions of the Ro- 
mith Church, hath been of a —s nature 
unto me; tho I can’t but admire in the mean 
While, they fhould {till remain fo blind and dark 
"concerning Baptifm, not perceiving how that 
alfo hath as vilely corrupted and chatiged 
from. the Apoftolical Inftitutiony-in refpect of 
the Subje@& and Manner of Adminiftration, as 
well as in regard of thofe idle and ridiculous 
Forgeties and Additions of Chryfins; Comfigna- 
tions, Albes, Salt, Spittle, Sureties, ec. whith 
they witnefs againft.. Now were but their.eyes 
fo opened. as to recover .and drain Baptifin from 
Corruptions or Alterations upon this 
coutit alfo, how would it'add to the beauty and 
perfection of their Confirmation and Keforma* 
tion, ( provided according to their Light they 
would alfo get into the practice of both) and 
what glorious Churches mijht they foon come 
to bey yea excel many of the baptized Congre- 
ations in refpect of the plainForm, Order, and 
Gouttitution of the Houle of God according to 


f 

I 

i 
1 


the primitive Pattern? But to proceed, there are 
few, or none as I ean gather, do oppole this Or- 


e Baptifts, of which Mr. 
Danvers 


dinange fave fome 


= — 


| 
OF th 


Japon baptized’ Believers. 
may ‘be reckoned the chief; for 
thefe modern Writers, already mentioned, who 
{peak fo fully concerning Lay ying on of hands 
with prayer to God for,more of. his Holy Spirit 
of Promite, ae as. an orderly admiffion unto 
the or 
of che of Divinesconcerning this Ordi- 
nance, I might@ali@eproduce. how clearly 
t fore ioned Presbyterian 
ent ers herein, as you may ice 
their Annotationson Heb, 
But more of this at prefent, left we 
far digrefs the matter in hand what 
have here in anfwer to. Mr. 


in fefpectgof it felf, or, shi eile 
Confirmation,,and how .to reject As we 
have a cloud srs Witneffes agreeing with us here-, 
and how to be maintained, owned, prac-. 
vithe Churches of Chrift. 


fhall now return to Mr, pag. 325, 
he having in pag. 31. fhewed. us how 
blafphemioas and abominable a thin Thofe of the” 
the ‘Rite of Confirmation is, as af- 
ferted by the Antients, and De- “#@fg™ 
crees of General Councils, and prac- _ | 
tifed by corrupt Churches, in the next place 
he comes to enquire what Credit or Authority 
the Fathers or Doétorsare of that witnels to it, 
whofe Authority he labours to difprove, calling % 
fuborned Wiatneffes, and Knights of the 

olt. 


CHA 


\ 
7 


| 


Terrul. de 


an of Hands 


— 


CHA P. lik. . 


Shewin who the Antients are; and: of their 
Credit Gnd Authority witne/s 


0 
Laying on of Hanae 


Dmit we grant what Mr. Danvers {peaks 


* concerning Dionyfius the Areopagite, and the 


Decretal Epiftles of the firft Popes, to be impi- 


Mus Lies and Forgeries, fhall we therefore con- 
"clude they'are all fuborned Wittieffess zethe 


Antients who have written concerning 


of Hands? Surely many of the Fathers whio have 


born witne& thereunto, are feceived, 
and their Authority approved as the beft of” hu- 


man Writers: What fay you to TertullianMhalt 


we call him a Knight of the Poit ? Take his Te- 
ftimony : (4. D. 2c0. deBapt. c.6.) im- 
ponitur per benediftionem, advocans & invitans 
Santtum tunc ille Sanétifimus Spiritus. 


Super emundata, & benedifta Corpora, libens a Pa- 


tre defcendit. After Baptifm the Hand ts impofed 


' by Blefing, and calling and inviting of the Holy 


Spirit, wko willingly de{cends from the Father on the 
Bodies that are cleanfed and bleffed.. Moreover he 
| faith: It us the flefoly, or outward att 
Barc. ag Baptifm, that we are dipt in water 
_ the {piritual effetts, that we are freed 
from our Sins: Then follows Laying 
on of whanas, the Difpenfer 
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upon baptized Believers. — 29 
the Spirit of God by Prayer. And being cleanfed 
by Baptifmal Water-(faith he) we are d:[pofed for 
the Holy Spirit, under thé Hands of the Angel of 
the Church, And further, {peaking concerning the 
happy ftate of the-Churth in this day, he faith, — 
(de Script. cap. 36.) She believera in God, foe figns — 
with Water (that isy baptizeth) jbe clothes#mith 
the Spirit, (viz. by Impoflition of hands) fhe feeds 
with the Eucharist, and exhorts,to Margyrdom; 
and against this Order or Inftitution fhe receives 


no 4 
_Another Witne& I fhall call in, hall be Eufe- 
bius (not the Pope of that Name) but Exfebius — 

Pamphilus, who lived inthe time of Conftantinus. 
Magnus the Emperor, about three hundred 
Years after Chrift; he certifies fully to our pur- 
pole, (lib. 7.¢, 2.) that the antiens manner of re- 
ceiving. Members into the Church, was. with 
Prayer, and Laying on of hands. btlefsby 
calling it the antient manner, he muft needs re- 
fer to the Apoftles time. | 
Again, Exfebius declareth, (lib.6. c. 26.) That 
Bone Novatus bein Nem was baptized, if it may be 
Bcalled a ith he) which be rece 
he obtained not after bis recovery that which he. 
ould have done by the Canon of the Courch, ta 
Confirmation by the Hands oj the Bifpop.>, which: 
bave 


Chryfm,; in the @dminiffration of this. 


ivecerved the Holy Spirie? ‘This was about 
i Year 260. ’Tisalfoto be noted, that in neither 
Mof thofe places, nor any where elfe in Exe- 

pins, is the lealt mention made of Croiling, of) 

= 


A. thall be the next, whon ther 
Cyprian. none fappofe take for a firborned 
ad Fubar, ~' Witnels : having urged that of i 
Apottles going to’ Samariay to im- 
Han s On thofe that Prt: had 
‘babe, ¢ th he). whieh Cuftom Piallo de 
ea ws, that they who are Mei git be 
the Rulersof the Church 

ion of» Hands obtain Holy 
‘hai ry ian, (Ep. ad Steph. de Here 
“tits Ep. 72.) us of no puxpole to lay Hands on 
them to recevve the Holy Shirts they receive 

the Baptifm of rhe Church. “1 might produce O- 
rigen, whis 7 Exe ie, ‘on {peaks 


coneerning 
Allo Fie who anfwers this ‘Qdeftion, Vix, 
ah the shit doth not. re- 


Why he that 
the Holy mpofition of bands, 
faith he. Chet be er, bfervation for 
the bonaur of did défcend from the 
Scrippures , If you ask me where it is written ’fis | 
in’ Attibus Apoftoloram, in the of 
“imbrofe is cited by ‘Mr, Dawvers himfif ; 
with Angu/tin, and ‘whofe Authority is not 
To which | aight add Ciry/oftom, 
peosorer, 8c. Several others, yea many might 
be prod, befidesithofe he calls fuborned-W it- 
and yet havé we fat better Authors and 
| Witneffes to cefend this fered Truth ; for 
“Wave the Authority,of Lord Jefus 
» “left on fetord a the les.0 his 
ftles Peter and and ene inferior to 


® 


| 


J, 2.) a8 hath, and fhall (God affifting) be made 


farther-evident: And no better Authority, I 
ered O 


confefS, "is this rdinanéeim 
upon fe | | 


“But now to Speak more difectly to Mr. 


vers, what he infifts 6n in pag, 33. about-thémRite 
of Con 


firmation, as practifed inthe Chuseh of 


Rome, and ‘as corrupted fromthe. pure dnftituti- 
on, we readily grant it is of no better Authority 
than Infants Baptifm. And-as touching wiiat he 


Rivet, (Comtrav. Tom. 2. Exercit. 44.) 
t 


it was neither inftituted by Chrift, nor his 


Apoitles, ’tis fpoken with refpedt of the. Popifh 
ith Chote. and ridiculous Cere-' 


monies, which was before done with Prayer and 


Impofition of hands without Chry/m dedy 
faith: Mr. Baxter, ‘make bafte to corrupraes ‘ep 
fron introduced 


om the beginning it was not ae | 

he fays concerning Ambrofe mn, A 

and fome others, itis granted, they lived int 
when the Church was adulterated, amd the 


baptized Believers. 3% 
them, viz blefleds St. Pauly CHeb. and’ 6. 


m bit’ 


4 Ferom, 


holy Appointments of Chrift corrupted," and 
changed from their primitive purity 


> yet’ 
es no more againit the holy Ordinance of 


ing on_of hands, than it doth againt Bap- 


y 
atiththe Supper of ound ord, as I have 


Balready fheweds Mr. Danvers hath iaid 
hitherto of T mgkesoniy® 
the Chutchset Kommand Enghind 
w up for 

fave meer human In- 


raditiqis, are nought 


and 


- 


| 
| 


le 


Churches and People he mentions, were muchen- | 


Reformers, and eminent enlightnedSoals, | 
| of the Almighty, as appears both in the Old and 
| wid, Solomon, Hezekiah and many others, 


22 Laying on of Hands 
novations, and curfed Inventions of corrupt Men. 
I fhall clote this with a.paflage of Dr. Yer. Taylor, 
who treating about Laying on of hands upon bap. 
tized Perfons as fuch, faith, This was antient, and Te 
long before Popery entred into tne World, and that & kes, 
this Rite has been more abufed by Popery than by Bos 
anything. As to what Mr. Danvers {peaks of B15. 
the Welden/es, that the true ones were againft Im- com 
ition of hands; if that be true, -yet it mult ¥ yz 
underitood of the Popiih Confirmation, which § the 
they difowned as a accompanied with dre 
Ceremonies ; for fu I find they expref$ them- § g/a 
felves : Such a Confirmation, I me they wit- 
nefs againft, as of Chrift’s lnitituti- — 
on, but introduced by the Devil’s Inftigation; § - 
"twas the corruption of it, and not the thin -it | 
felf, doubtlefs they witnefS againft: but that they 
owned not Laying on of hands at all after Bap- BS) 
tifin, ‘before admiifion was granted to the Lord’s 
Table, I jud g too hard for‘any to make appear. 
But if they were ignorant of this Truth, ’tis 


™ 


- nomarvel, confidering the Day they lived in 


Objei?. If it be objected, they with other | 


lightned into the I ruths of the Gofpel. 
nf. That is no good Argument, fince glo. 


may notwithi: anding liefhort of fome 


New Teitainent : What glorious Light had Da- 
of the Godly KingSandeProphets in Fudz? And. 


one thing plainl¥ aid dowmamthe Bookof the 
W; they were {hort"in, nay, as lome 


‘ii 
| 
| 
| 
| 


upon baptized Believers. 
they did not fee it, wiz. fitting in Booths in the 
Feaft of the 7th Month; of which we read in 
Nehem. 8 13, 14. They found written (faith the 
Text) in the Law which God commandeby Mo- 
fes, thas the Children of \frael an 
Booths, in the Feaft of the feventh Month. Ver, 
15. And-all the Congregation of them, that were 
come again out of Captivity, made Booths, and fate 
under the Booths : For fince the days of Jota 
the Son of Nun, unto thatday, had not the Chil- 7 
dren of Vfratl done fo, and there was very Grea 


Shewing upon what ground fonie of the Indebe 
pendent and Presbyterian Perfwafom=bave 
afferted Laying on of hands on baptifed . - 


Pérfons, 


Pag. 36. Mr. Danvers having done wath i | 

Tradition and Fathers, he tells us, he wilt 
confider the Scripture-grounds urged in proof 
@hereof by the ents, and thofé of tle 
terian Per{wation ; Inthe firit place(which 
"jis the principal ) Hebe6;1,2. which he faith; 


™ To which I thall. give. this anfwer, that tho 

Hanmer ules a Phtale (viz. calling Heb 
1, 2. aprobable gtound) he doth not fay, ‘tis 


r. Hanmer modefily eapreiies to be but a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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> 
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34 Laying on of Haads 
ut a — ground; and thofe that read his 
Book fhall find, that by the Teftimony of di- 
vers famous Men, he abundantly endeavours to 
- prove it t6 be abfolutely the Laying on of hands HF ef 
‘Intended’ in that Scripture. (See Page 25, 26.) pil 
And fince I find many eminent Men peaking fo 
plainly on this account of Heb. 6.'1, 2. and to fa- 
—tisty fome Perfons herein, and prevent miftakes, 
take a few inftances out of Mr. Hanmer, as the 
of feveral Divines upon that Text. 
The firft I thall cite is Didoclavius, who of 
three Interpretations of this Text, mentioned 
by him, admits of this, Cap. 2, viz. Laying n@,, 
of ds after Baptif{m, and before admitted to 
the Lord's Table : And gives a reafon why it may 
becalled Confirmatory ; Nempe ratione Ecclefie 
approbantis, © confirmantis fua approbatione exa- 
“gunatiim, ad verum illud ac genuinum Confirma- 
tions Sacramentum admittentis : (viz.) Becaufe 
of the Churches approving, and by their upprobation§ hI 
confirming of the Perfon examined: and admit- WY 
ting him unto that true and genuine Rite of 
jon, 
~The next is on Heb. 6.2. On | 
place (faith he) all that I have feen (mark) ur- 
_ dérftand it of Impofition of bands on fuch as have WE" 
| been baptized only. Bullinger. 
Mr. Hooker, Lib. 5. Seét.6. in his 
Pag. 3. alledging T.C:'thus {peaking, Tell me, 
«Why there fhoula be any [uch Confirmation, feein 
one Tittle thereof can be found in Scripture 
L bus anfwers ironically, except the Epifile to the 
Hebrews, chap.6. 2. be Scripture; plainly inti- 
mating (faith Mr Hanmer) fe thought that place } 


¥ 
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on baptized Believers. 235 
Bto be a fufficient. ground for it, and that to be. 
Mr. Parker, de Polit. Ecclef. lib 3. ¢. 1§, 16. 
refuting the Arguments of fuch as plead for.E- 
mpifcopal Confirmation, at large affents aith our 
Author) to what isby me delivered. 
First, He fhews the general nature, and end. 

of it,’ viz. admiffion of Members into the 
Communion of the Churchyewhich 
ly was, ufed towards fuch as Were converted, © 

This Impofition of hands (faith he) 

is that.very Ecclefiaftical Union, by afolemn 

peotetiing of Faith, and admiilion into the 

urcn. 
Secondly, “He. fhews the neceffity of it from 

this Text, Heb.6.2. (faith Mr. Hanmer.) 
Thirdly, That it ought to be done publickly,.. 

und before the Church: Et hic ordo inter gra- 

ja negotia agitur, enimde membrorecipiendo, pube 
Bicum hoc est, publict juris, ideo non nif Ec- 
confen{u ejujdem, cus adjungendus est 
perficiendus, Thus courfe to be reckoned a- . 
song the weighty affairs, it 1s a publick thing, and 
publick right for the matter 1 agetation Con- 
Berning the recesving of a Member, and therefore 
Swot to be performed without the confent of that | 
hurch, to which the Competent to 
Fourthly, “ He fhews the Antiquity thereoh, 
and that ’tis an Apoftolical Inftitution, andthe =a 
practice of the Antient Charch. | ez, 
® He further affirms, pag. 28. that Pifcator fo 
-Ginderftood Heb. 6. 1, 2. viz. tomean Layingon 


hands ypon the Baptized, Alfo Beza, 


ma 36 _ Laying on of Hands 
3 Rivet, whofe words as 
| 10 manhum, Cujus mentio fit, Heb. 6. 2. re 
ferenda est ad folennem Baptizatorum Benedittio 
nems quaeia. Paftoribus folebat fieri, eos in Chrifi 
-vocationis confirmantibus: Impofition vif 
aids, whereof mention is made Heb. 6. 2. is 
| be referred to the folemn Benedittion of the Bapti- 
xed, which wal ufed to be performed by the Paftorsmmok 
confirming them calling of Chriftianity. 
mentions the Doctors of Leyden, fhewing 
to be’ their fenfe upon this Text alfo. 
mt Calvin, who gives this only as the chief thing 
i intended by the Apoftle in this place, from hencel 
dtaws this remarkable Inference, wherein (faith 
Ffanmer) he plainly declares his app 
ons Concerning the Original and Antiquity 
practice in the Church of Chrift: ‘Hic 
locus, &c. This one place (faith he) 
that the-original of this Ceremony, 
Colifirmation, or Laying on of hands, flow'd fromm | 
the Apoftles, which yet afterwards was turned into® wh 
a Superftitton , as the World almost always-dege-@ 
_ from the best Inftitutions into Corruption 
Wherefore to this day this pure Inftitution 
ought to be retained, but the Superftition to be cof 
_ Why fhould Mr. Danvers prefume tomy 
fay thefe Men confefs the Scripture is but a¥ 


. 
4 


probable ground, and that Tradition and Anti- | 


ity is the more certain? And again “ that gee 
“there is nothing but faint infinuation from, 
** the Scripture to ground Laying on of hands. 


What Men can fpeak more fully toa 


tee 


4 
1. 
Sr 
“wt 


But to 
Empofition of hands, Heb.6.2, was in in the 
tion of t been baptized and ri : 
trutted, tha they might receive the 


He urgeth feverai other Perfons of the 


Tow add. whag. Mr. Hughes late 
Pies 
tions on this account, of Heb. 6.2. Itis 


by the Church (faith he)- 


WV st $5 at tints teftt 
of this Ceremony flowed from 


Before I proceed, I might cite a paffage full ta 
mhe fame e, asthe Judgment of th 
med A y of Divines, which take 
Heb. 6.2. Laying on 
bands, fay they, és ufually called Confirmation; 
b food firft, in examining thofe that had been 
‘ econ them, 
continue them the Faith, and give them 


laid thew hands upon them: whence the 
ical Conftitution was called Laying on of Hi. 
account I can't well omit, Confirmat. p. 124, 125% 


hands, as a prathice 
we have no reafon to thi 
to inserpret the forefaid 
C. Serip- 


from 
it can bods 
4 Cenamony 


us, who faith, 


to Mr. Hanmter’s Book, men- 


onfirmation, in that of « 
itty Heb.6. 


swore Grace, Arengthning them by lis Holy Spirit, . | 


fay, Anointin ana Cr ey 
rf he) offing, anti 


Firft, | 
nor -trug, nor ‘proved, bur dj 


by “our Wrivers ‘againft Pepi 


Secondly Nir ibe proved, 
“Fhirdly, We prove the. becanfe 
“mere not no 
hat we bring 
0 that, we 
‘prove the of a 


fo the of it: thes Papi 
plead Fathers: for that -which bbe Scripture’ ss 

Stran tr-unte, 
I fhall clofe this with Reverend Mr. se/hd 


“The antient Cuftom of the Church (faith he, Eceld 
Polit: p. 351. ) was, after they had baptized, 1 
add thereto Impofition of hands, with effettud 
“Prayer for the inition of Goa Holy Spx 
rit, toc ech t 


“the faid alreaay begun in Baptilm: fo 


ftow, are our Prayers; and our Prayers to that ine 
are available ‘as well for others as Om) 
elves. 

But topafs by this, the Reader 
‘fider, that tho we have urged the Feftimony of 
*feveral Authors, who areone with usin the maity 
our Practice herein, yet not 

4 Upon» 


which.the Grac 


| | 

| 

| 

| 


baptized Believers, 39. 
Men. or Tradition, ‘but onthe Word of 
neither do-we fuppofe any neéceffity forus 

to take-up new weaponsto defend phiia 
inceour Adverfaries haye been,{o fafici- 


Rite (as he calls it ) this, Practice of 
Laying on of hands baptized Believers, 
neceflary to union, before 
held forth, Heb.6. 1, 2. firmed 


with that fobriety and mo as the. other fro 

Probability, but rather Infalli ili ty, denying flak 
Ship to any that do not receive it, &C. ) 


CHA P..v.. 

v5 


Shewping bow, and upon what ground the’ Bapti- 
 xed-Churches do alfert Laying on of 


How thofe learned Perfons he fpeaks of have 
writ and aflerted Laying on of hands from 
that Text, I Mall leave to the judicious Reader, 
by confidering the Inftances forecited , and that 
they hold it alfoias necefflary to- Church-Com- 
munion, might L prefame be made manifeft, but 


that is not our prefent work, but rather to make § 5 
thegilliie it {lf appear to be an Ordinance 


al 


the Spirit, as ufed by feveral emmient ‘Saints in 
@ times paft.. What we have mentioried of Authors, 
we havecbeen in’part forced'to by what Mr. Dan- 

vers and others have faid:of them: And that leads 

_ me to what he fpeaks, pag. 40. of the Scripture- - 

4 


| great Charter of the Church, for this point of |. 
Faith ard Praétice; but how to find the leaft 3 

ay =| Warrant for the fame he fays we fee not: ,7 
im . Jf st was indeed faid, let all baptized Believers 4 


— 


- 40 Laying on of Hands 


Supper, 1 Cor. 11. 24. Acts 2.41. was fomerhing . 


nance of 


be fome plain pofitive word of Infitutton to 
fetcht Confequences and Inferences, fuch as the 


“many 
Holinefs, to affert Infants Baptifm to be an 
Ordinance of Chrif, which no ordinary Capacity 


Can 


is Will-wor)hip and Superfiition, & 


Heb.6. Therefore leavi 
: is Heb.6.1,2. -There av 
the Brine of the of Chrif, let 


Chrift; and in order to this, thole twolll ; 
culars, or Principles Mr. Danvers ‘lays down 


‘we will confider, wz. 
| Ordinance of Chrift.there 


Firft, That to every 
confirm it, and not only human Tradition, 


or 


Volumes written of Circumcifion, “and fe- 


can reach, and of Parts and Abilities 
at te any thing in 

Ged for an Ordinance hic without an 


he great Text urged for this Inftitu- 


on to perfettion, not laying again the foun 
Repentance from dead Works, and of Faith tewar 
Geo Dottrine Baptifms, Laying on of 


This is the Text affirmed, faish 


Gith he, to be the’! 


bave hands laid upon them, with as much plainnefs, | 
as let all Believers be baptized, Mat. 28. 29. Ane a 
10, 43. or, let all baptized Believers eat the 


Chrift there mult be fome worgjof.In- 
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upon baptized Believers. . 
flitution, and that fach fartetcht Confequence,. 
as'he minds, will not do, or be faffcient: but 
that every Inftitution muft be laid down in fach: 
in pofitive Words, as he feems to a’ viz. 
Let all baptized Believers have Hands laid upon 
them, 1 deny, it being none of our Principle I 
jadg, nor theirs neither; fince they practife fuch’ 
things Inftitutions of Chrift, which are no’. 
where in fo many plain pofitive words command-'. ” 
ed, as may hereafter be fhewed. 
‘But as to the other thing he minds, we doa-* 
gree with ‘him in that matter, and fay, Whatfo-. 
ever is done in the Worfhip and Service of God, _ 
without an Inftitution, is Willworfliip, a 
you fhall fee that our Principles agree and: com- 
port with all-thofe/honeft: Proteftant Principles: 
concerning what weehave-to fay further about’ 
to reply to what he fays concerning 6. 
it matters not whether itbe Heb. 5. 12. or Heb. 
6. 1,2. or Atts8. 16,17. or Atts 19.6. or any’ 
va other Scriptures, that is the chief Text urged> 
Bto prove Laying on of hands an Ordinance ~ 
Inftirution of Jefus Chrift provided that 
Scripture urged on this account, wilh” 
prove it fo to be. But whereas he-fays he finds: 
not the leaft warrant for the fame, I fomewhat 
) marvel at it, confidering what has been formerly 
} Written, and proved from that Text, by feveral:. 
worthy and able Men, whofe Books he, nor none 
mcie bave ever yet anfwered. But it feemshe 
would have it faid in-foman = Let 


ba Relievers have or 
cli alligt noting tha 


But 


_. Laying on of Hands 
__ Batis it in Adat.28.19; or Abts 10. 48. faid 
in fo many plain words, Let all Believers be bap- 
tized? ’tis not fo read in my Bible. . Nay, and. 
I affirm, that from Jar. 28.19, 20. rione can 


rove that all Believers ought to be baptized in 
ater, without making ufe of fome Inference, 

or fome other Text of Scripture to prove it, for 
asmuch as Water is not expreft or mentioned 

* there, Suppole a Quaker fhould tell you, the 
Apotiles had power, given them to baptize with 
the Holy. Ghoft,; and that Chrift commanded 
them to baptizeall thofe that were taught,or dif- 

. cipled, with the Spirit, and that it intends not 
Water inthe. leait; what would you fay or do 
to refute him? Doyouthink you fhould not need 
fome Confequence or other, or help from fome 
other Scripture, to prove ‘tis Water which’is in, 


| 
tended there? | 
y; Is it faid in 11.24. 
| 


many plain words, Let all Believers eat 
the Lord’sSupper, or in Acts 2.41, 42? The Pe | 
dobaptifts fay, how can you prove by fo many ¥ 
plain words, that Women received the Lord's’ 
Supper? I grant ‘tis eafy to prove they did, yet | 
when they demand fuch plain Texts for it, how" 
anfwer'them? is it not by Inferences? 
I fee ndt-how fuch Anfwérs do in the leaft’. 
| betray the truth, or the juitice of our Caule; as 
do not our Antivers to fuch:Queries fo ufually , 
brought by. thofé that affert Pedobapti{m confute 
us, as you: are 'pleafed to fay for we are 
in the leaft againft drawing of inferences, or" 


natural (Confequences from the Scripture. And 
Sm would not you allow any Pedobapt:ft to 


tug 


men 
the 
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t'for his Practice, provided it ma 
iifer’d, or drawn from. the 
brings furely- well we, will 
vive him that Men. fha 
ention Scriptures ey e their Principles or. 
Practice by, and infer this or that from been, 
the. palpable wronging of th 
it being as far from the of the Spirit of God 
Eaft isftom the Welt, asthe Con-. 
Inferences brought from Circumci-. 
federal Holinefé, prove Infants Bap-) 
tifm ; they ‘are fuch kind of Inferences we de-. 
with things of this natur t rip-;- 
| WEES fo plain for.our Pra 8, 1 : » acts 


vandal 
fays inp..42, by way of Conceffion, 
That Laying on of aPrinciple of the Doc-, 
| rine of Chri But. then he 
taught or prace 
Baptilt, after he 
give one word of i¢ in bis Commifiion upon his 
Alcenfion’, neither do meread that the Church. of. 
the Hebrews he {uch thing, for there 
nor the 3COO in 200 4 Acts 4. 
it, any other int 
Teh hacia, by. P 


hands as 45. fomewher 
him neither did 
ng mention aa Hands laid on t 
neither. 


? 
| = 


~ 


OF 
+ 


Galatia, rhe’ Churches 


of their number anorher! 


«, 


ed! us wit 28 Bo Det great’ nd re | 
OF iL ‘Do@rine, “aq at suns 
Jracie of Gott? hot as one oF lig 
‘Aas. or , les of 
‘ 
ing On of on taught? let him ‘por 
Be too tonfident’s fo: 
19M, §. 22. is 
what | on Of hands 
“mentioned there. Mr. + Baxter 
Met heré confider 
‘ on all whereas Te 


4 


Officer, mentioned inthe Text, 
Verle, before nor after, nor elfewherethroughy, 4 
| to. other the cale, of 4 
ae fall 
J "ede as we compare 6.2. 
17. 16, 6. for the the 


fe 


is the.qucition, W or 
more, from: hence. it “to ‘decide, 


Ma we not. conclude Pauls: Counfel to 

| 

Hi they muit 

the fame in Faith, and with underftanding, 

muiteneeds be 

t without dome Inference, or help of 


Laying 00 of band for 
.tion cannot. be proved this Text, 


Danvers will net admitons to do, we mult hive. 


pas y 


‘ves 
- 


of Hands | 


or elie"tis no Thftituti 


Inftitution. 
Objet. "But may be, (ome will fay, he w 
Other Scriproreés to prove Lay ing ‘on of be ire 
“Gratited, ‘thefe are only brotght 
as Poerahie (fér fo indeed they are} and not 
Precépts; by him to prove 
it commanded, that we fpoken to, 
Tim! %2. and what. can be uced fave 
‘dear Precedents on that account, | know not.’ 
“But riow as'to I of hands on bapti 
Believers 4s facb: we have not only clear 
ples, ‘bat fhews it was taught 
polifive Command and {nftitution of 
Chirtft, or what wascommanded by him ; which 
Tfhall fully Shew from Heb.6. 1,2. 
itle writing of the fix Princi les, or Foundation 
Dottrinés of Chrift, ufes the in the 
ah Verfe, and ode ic in the 2d V erfe, that is Word 
and Doétrine {fo this of Laying on on Hands, 
moneft other Principles, the Apoftl by the 
of Cod calls che Word Doctrine of 
now the Words of Chrift, and Commands } 
Chrift, are Terms fynonymous, or of the like’ 
import; as Deut. 10. fhews, where the ten Com- 
mandments are called in the margin ten Words, 
14. 21. with 23 24.v. compat 
verf, 21. further evincesit, Hethar hath 
mindments, and keepeth them, he it'ss that loveth 
me: InNerl 23. I any Man love me, he will keep 
ny Words, 24: called Sayings: and 
a the Word is Jor 7.16. tobe 
and 


| 
4 
| 
ad 
“<r 
a 
: y' 
4 et 
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the and: 
the of, nei, the 


Hebr 
he tells 


plainly 


But! yet 
ought to owned : 
be the Commands of , 14. 37. 
38 If any will be let bike 


rant, Yetsnot withftanding what we fay on this 
I find Objection brought 
is Vi. 


on of hands | 


ppointment, 


che: now, & ‘On-OF 4 | 
well: as Repentance, Faith the 
bone ‘of Princ or. Funda: 
under 

which 
Now 

the Oracles of God arethe Commands of Gods 
38. where the Commandm | 

are called Oracles; compared with Roz 

Unto them were committed the Oracles of God. 
Methinksthis might convince any diflatished Per- 
that Laying ‘on of hands, as well as. the o- 
ther Principles, was taught and commanded by . 


not lay hands 
rationally concluded he. 
leffer is bleffed of the greater. 


Death, Burial, and Refurrecti 
mufed Spirit, which is end 


ant you, 
on the Lord Je 


-adminiftred by Fobn, ic being afigare of Chrit’s - 


on; but the 
of the 


be 


“Laying on of Hands 
Agf-t. Why thould you make fach a ftir'ahow 
“down, the Commiffion, oF elfe:ng 
every way agi ying on of hands 
| € account ti 
wounded thereby, ia 
2. We have as plain Precedents for Lav; 
on baptized Believers, as we have 
on Officers, - 16, 17..and Atts 19.6, yeaa 
Frinciple 
' that on Officers is call’d:fo I know not: for that 
Laying on of hands in Heb, 6. 2. camotintend 
Hat on Officers, has been clearly proved by d- # 
_ Wers Atguments; and that it intends Laying on § 
of fiands on the Baptized for the Spitit of Pro- 
receiv is not only our a : 
fion, but has alfo been be the fenie of 
that Text by many Antient and Mpdcm Divines § 
of feveral Perfwafions, as hasbeen thewed. 
Object. But fach a Laying on of hands you Ff 
| contend for, was no where practifed; ‘Sohn did ¥ 
| not lay hands upen Chrift. oe 
Anim, We Baptift did 
us3/it cannot be 
a, conlidering the 
prp- 
ance 


iri came dow in 
and om im afer 


we alfo t | 
to us the Order‘ of thus. 
Rtration, and the Bleffiing defigned to us, after: me 
we need tobe firengthned andcenfr- 
again he faith (citing.a paflage of 
Chrift was wafoed when he was in 
of John, and the Father 
was Wanting , the opened, 
ent ps e a Love 
upon his Head, and was fi ml of him when 
he was the F to whom alfo, left 
Impofition of foould feem ia be wanting, the - 
Vosce of God was fsa from the Cloud, fay 
This my beloved Son, in whom 
Objeét. But further you affirm, that Chrift did 
hands his Difeiples; 
do you come to know. hie did 
may be you will fy, tis no 


it heed Believers. 
4.7. not. hi 
ane on, not a ft Adminiftrator 
yet I 
a 
ftance of this ation con 
Moreover, In this way Chrift Jefus was vilibly 
fealed by God the Father after he was baptized: 


that he did.” ay do-you read. 
the Dikiples, ce Apaiiles of Chritt, were bap-" 
tized ? Doth it follow becaufe we read not of 
ifn, they _wete: not baptized 
nt you fy, there is not one word! of it 


thiffion, 2 Fhave thewed aby Lays 
| ing on that upton 
a Pri of Chrift’s Do@rine, 
Bhere-is not one word: the 
concerni ng the Relurtestion of the Deady: nor of 
Judgment, rages, or Affermbling 
and Iriftitations; yet tho: they. 
Gaipel-frte they are incladed, as thofe words 
plainly hold forth, Teach themto obferve all 
whatfeever I have commanded yo 
every one may fee, uniels he suet his 
eyes, that there are many more Precepts implied 
in the words.of the Commiftion than are exprefts, 
mult be received for. GolpeHnfte 
t are expreft ‘in the Commiffi 


Prec ft throw away ihe teft part of 1 


B 


ney 


or Appointments 


out proceed, and fay, Thar the 
of the prathifed ho uch thing, for 
phere ism mention? that. the bundred and twent 


That the Church of the Hebrews prac- 
‘tifed this Ordinance as well as other Churches, is 


1,2. Asthey repented, 


| | 
te 


upon 5%? 
and’ were baptized, fo they were under the prattie 
of Laying on of hands: for that i isa prathical Or 


dinance all confefs, Nor /2 aig faithy the 
Author, Repentance from Works. Sec. this 


plainly fheweth they had once laid all thofe Four: 
les. 


ing in 2. ‘that 


was fir, 
Anfn. ric ve clear your fee 
1s it not faid ontinued iw the 


Apoftles Doétrine ? the they could not do, if 
they had not fubmitted to every 
Baptifm, and thofe Princi 
of? "tis called the Apoffles Dot 25 
Heb6,2. Chrif?’s Dottrine , not the Apoftlesany’. 
other wavs than they were : taught it by, and re- 
ceived it from the Lord Jefus: and let none con- 
clude they were not taught Laying on of 
not plainly expreft, or 
for we may as well cordlude, all 
ht them not the Refarreétion of the 
ine ternal J fince we 
thing there to ‘that : DoubtleS' Philip, 
Aéts8, preached Baptifm to ‘the Ewnuch, how 
_ fhould he elfe cry out, Lo here is Water, 
doth binder me from being baptized ?: yet 
not oue word of Philip's preaching of it' to 
The Author to ‘the ‘Hfebrews 
haa 


People) ch. §.12. telisus, 


aught again are the firft ples of 
Oracles of God; therefore it follows clearly, 
had been taught it, and had 
chap.6. 1, 2. proves. 


¢ 


Laying on of Hands. 
Mr. Danvers goes on, and affi that we 
find not the leaft mention of it in any of the Chure 
ches New Teftament, neither in Samaria af- 
ter Phil 


fia, Theffalonica, Rome, Galatia, 
Thyatira, Pergamos, Sard 

delphia, 
Anfy. I cannot but admire at fuch affirma: 


tions: but firft, as to the Church in Samari 
"tis 


nted Philip did not lay hands on them 


ter 


belong to him to impale hands on them: and be 
God had other work for him to do, viz. 
the fion of the Exuuch, Yet molt evident 
itis, when the Apoftles and Brethren at Feru- 
Salem heard that the People in Samaria had re- 
ceived the Word of God, and were baptized, ra- 
ther than they fhould lie fhort of any part of 
their duty, efpecially thatin which fo great a Blef- 
is promifed, they would fend Perer and Fokn 
pray and lay their hands upon them; and 
that it was not for. the extraordinary Gifts .of 
the Spirit, has proved. And asto 
the ch at Rome, ’tis faid paialy Rom. 6.17. 
That they had obeyed from the 
Doktrine delivered to them :, And what Form can 
the Apoftle intend fave that in Heb.6. 1,2? we 


read of their coming under this Ordi h 
planted, Alls 19-6. 
2, And now as to fome other Churches he 
Deaks of, I grant we read not of their practi- 


fing 


| abedience... And asto the Charch of Ephefis, we 


had baptized them, nor Corinth, Philip. 
is, Phila” 


had baptized them; he being only a Dea. 


on, it might not upon that account concern; or’ 
fid 


art that Form of - 


- read of no other delivered to, the Saints for their ¥ 


i 


\ 
; 
ak 
‘ 
A 
ai 
he« y 
* “ 
is 


baptized Believers. 
fing this Ordinance’; yet what doth this make 
or Faith, baptiz 
their believing ‘the of the 


Eternal Judgment ? There is nothing fpoken of 
feveral Churches as to any of thefe oches Princi-' 
ples; and it is very obfervable, that we read but 
of one or two Charches that practifed the Lord’s 
Supper: yet none doubt but all the Churches 
continued in the practice of it, God’s way being 
the fame in every Church, 1Cor. 4.17. If in fome 
Scriptures it is-{poken’ of as'the duty and pee 
tice not: expreft in all places, 
it matters not ; for if what is the duty of one Be- | 
liever'as a Believer, be the du | 
there is no need for 
every particular Church’s obedience ei- 
| >, Laying on of hands, ‘or the 


| every 
to repent, believe, and be baptized, {0 each one 
caght unde the practice of Laying .on 


it being of the fame extent, nature and 


quality 


One thing: I cannot but call over again, owned 
and confefled by Mr. Danvers, viz. That there # a 
jy Laying on of hands reckoned amongft the Principles - 
of the Doéttrine of Chrift. . 
 Anf. ’Tis well he will grant this; nay,.and) 
one of his firit Teachings, he alfo acknow=' 
ledges: then I hope he will allow us oa 
| Chrift taught a La of hands as a Founda- 
tion-principle and.if he taught it, twas that it 
might be practifed as.a Foundation, of begin 
ning Truth; and then ought not all to yield obe= | 


moat ma 


| 
Church-Conftitution, whieh" God-p 
Prineipless: which: Gods desi 
Gates to be. tive | cath 
vas if be: would. makehagingc@n) 
of hends:for miraculous hitaling , 


Beoks-for 


-shatt nor he for fubddm ental 
my-turn-to believe dmothet 202 
Pert sare 10...) nt 
cast their wa will he 
thas-atconnt toispeals any 
Only refes.the Keadebto 
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| 
mst Charcls. in 


Doctrine of Laying, 
here. malt nceds 


1S 


unto“Babes:as 


to. pat: 


2 


~ 


the: 


hat: Princip! That 1S | 
Doe Ao they no snfute them lves DY. 4 
5 
| 5, Babes : 


trine of Baptifms, in the Te-ct one of the Principles? 


enter into the Kingdom 


ty Juffer perfecution, 2 Tim. 3.12. Weday not 


$6 Laying on of Hands 

or Ordinance of Chrift, as] 
more or lefs confirmed with S 
atcording to this Promife of 


Babe 
communicable, what do you fay 


tothe Doc- 


gouft all ve baptized with the Baptifm of the Spirit, 
and of Sufferings? &c. 
. Anfw. We anfwer, by diftinguifhing between 
that Baptifin that is a practical Duty, and that 
which is taught or laid down by our Lord Jefus 
as neceflary for ev Bake to believe the - 
trie of ings, which Jefus Chrift preached 
to all that ollow him and be his Difciples; 
this was that which he taught, A/ar. 20. 22,23. B 
tothe two Sons of Zebedee, that they (and con’ J 
fequently all God's Children) fhould more or lef 

be baptized with. In the World (faith Chritt ) 


you fhall bave tribulation, John 16, 33. "Tis ne- 


ceflary every Saint {l.ould be initructed into this, . 
_and believe this, that through much Tribulation 
God, Acts 14.22. 
in Chrift Felus, 


and all thofe who will live g 


every one muft actually forfake H@ule, a 


Lands, and Life for Chriit’s fake, and theGofpel, 
or elfe be none of his pies but beready in . | 
holy difpofition to do w 


en Ccall’d ‘to it. | 


ry Word 
ed, was 
Wonders 
| all fay no 
more-te this, but proceed to his next-Obje¢tion. 
2.Objett. Page 44. If every one of thefe Prin 
ciples in Heb. 6; 2. are fo ab to be taken it 
not to efteem 1 
| 
| 
ind 


gpom 
And as to the Baptilm of grag tat 
Spirit 1 to every true Believ 
with ver}, applies efinit toa 
nitent ba ali whether or A 
tiles, as hee Right by. by promife of the Father to 
receive; and not to them of tliat Génefation 
only, but as fhould and 
baptized ; in all fucceeding Ages, this Promife 
one and the fame with «Say: 


38. 


Spivit.. In 11. 17. like 
in 8. 15. the Holy 
hich the Apoftles in the be cf of 
the promile, Foel 2. and Fob,14.16, 
Aits 2, 38, prayed for, From 
which Scriptures it a $, that 


Sures of it in she 


New Teftament 
all Believers are under like. 
Promifes, of the Holy Gholt, on alte pid 
terms of Repentance, Faith, fim of Chrift, 

“And according to the mza- than before, 
Po of Faith given us by Chrift, ae 
fillings with the Holy Spirit be; 


thus it is the duty of every Diftiple to 
believe he shall receiv © or be baptized with the 


Spirit, (according as the Will of che fame Spirit 
is, that dyvides to every Mm the particular 
mea{ures ing the Promife of a faith- 
ful and n xd to rely upon; provided 


- 


tized Believers. 


in called 


Objett. 
je 


4 
with the Spirit 
maybetakenin 

comparative 
fenfe, God | 
ving more or 

® blefled Word, for the attaining of it. | 


¢ But if ie OD} 
the Holy Spirit, bot fi 
Suppole none are fo ba nov 
Gorreerive it too ; ‘atid Goth moe 
his Promitic, becaufe none fo 


OF Word of Chrift. And 


6. am 


after ye beleve wer 
receiver 


“Said enjoyed by Beli be by th 
as ."tis to. knOw our Name's 
trine ‘of Baptifm 
"Now to. wut favs in rhe 


bee Ory Be kn walt 
the. all are not thet 


for? all. are not Pro fi 
"aia moft. remar arnt, 
‘Seaching of Laying on of hands, ‘is all 
Honea mn this Scripture, all baptized 


| 
| 
4 
art 
( 
| 


“§9- 
| th; “thats that 


| 
gra obferve how’ 
the 

> 


“ing on hands in this Text canmét OF 
“WwW ‘te Speak’ farther: this: 
‘that the Apoiltie on 
of Doltrine Or, 25 Beta? 
\cet Bot a beginning nor’ 


ras 


‘ 
ortky: be ‘and by all; “ane ‘pene 
din-the ‘prattice of Wonld 


Laying on. of Hands 
| will not affirm May not a Choreh, 
le, profefs and practife the firft or begin. 
of Religion, b 
riftiani ha b 
ly amongft them ? 


under, that he may have a being in God’s Houle) 
nor @ Foundation-principle of ituti- 
on 
| 


2. iheier pies appertain to the roum t 
_ dation of God’s Houfe, ong fuch on which the 
_ Honfe.is built; they are all equal in kind, m 
and one not. to be without the 
other, having joined them together as all of 
ove ray for che bearing up this Spiritual Fa 
_ ~ brick, fee verf. 1. But laying on of hands on 
_ Officers, isan Ordinance of another rank and 
nature a Chorch mutt be firft Ong 
_ftiuted, and Perfons make a confiderable 
grefs in the Profeffion of thes 
} .«can orderly be chofen, or ordained tothe Office 
Elders or Deacous: In Officers are not 
) forthe being, but well-being of the Church; and 
| intended here. We read of Churches who had 
no Officers amongft them, Tit. 1. 5, 6. Ifa Mee 
| _nifter were to preach unto a People what are the § 
Fundainentals of a Gofpel-Church, viz. what Per- 
| fons ought todo, that fo in an orderly way they 
= ~—_ the Gofpel, or be made regular Members of the 
—svifible Church, would he tell them Laying on of 
Be hands on Officers is one Principle ? Surely no be: 
| would not affirm this to be one of the Rudi- 
ments of Chriftian Practice (that which firft. of 
| alla Chriftian fhould be inftruGted in aad: come) 


a 


on:,-but that the.Laying on of, hands tpoken.of 
+ Heb. 6. is fo, nothing is more evident :- for if It 
(1 bea:Principle of the Foundation, either it muff 
jm be a Fundamental of Salvation, or, of Church- 


ing 
by the Spirit fo 
Repentance from dead Works, avd Faith -to- 
wards God ; the Doétrine of Baptilins, afd Lay- 
ing on of hands; the Refurrection from the Dead, = 
ana Eternal J _ May we net fafelyar- 
pu, that the Laying onof hands, which follows 
ere inorder of words, is what followed in order 
of practice ? See Afts 8. 17. and 19.6... And is 
it not what they acknowledg found 
reafoning in another cafe upon A4ar. 28. 26. and 
Mark that Baptifm mentioned in the 
= Commiffion, joined to, and following Faith and 
= Illumination in order of words, is what the 

Apoltles in order of PERE viz. after Faith 
and Illumination, did baptize with? Aé#s 2, 441. 
Aéts8. and 10. But that was- the Baptifm of 
| Water, which therefore is only intended in the 
Commiflion, @c. And thus by comparing Scrip- 
ture with Scripture, we may be fatisfied inthole* 
thirigs, which at firit feem’d doubtful. 

ft carmot be-meant here, becaule all the 
Church of the Hebrews, as well as that in Sama- 
ria, Acts 8.(and all other Churehes) 
had laid, or come under this Principle, as ip! 


y Conftitution ; but none will fay of the fenmer, 
therefore it wult be of the latter.‘ 
3. That it cannot intend Laying on ‘of hands 
on Charch-Officers, might further, be- 
caufe ‘tis joined to, or coupled with | 


62 Laying mo ‘Hands 
had lald Repentance, Faith, and Baptifn, when 
they were Babes : ‘Now, can reafonably i. 
magine, either that the whole Church of the H- 
brews were Officers, or that Officers are Babes in 
‘Chrift? That this is the Laying on of hands on 
baptized Believers, is eafy to underftand : 1. Be. 
caufe taught to Babes, ‘Heb. 4. 12. 2. Babesarell - 
capable, or thereof. 3. Babes havelll 
need of it, -as Children of ‘Milk. at Babes‘ we 
read were in the practice thereof, Aéts 8, andro. 
§. Becahife it belongs to them as fich, and were 
atfirtt taughttr, Heb.s. and 6.1,2. this cannot be 
faid of any other fort. I thall fay no more, only 
add out of Dr. Jer: Tones of 
P. 4§---46. Tull to our purpoie, confidering 
the worthinelS of the Author; I judg 
_ May be ufeful what he minds, take as followeth, 
fpeaking of Laring ‘of hands, called Confir- 
mation: We have feen (faith he) the Origind 
from Christ, the prattice and exercife of it inthe 
Apofties, and the first Converts-in Chfiftianty:% 
what I fhall now remark is, That this 
blifhed and paffed into a Chriftian Do€trine’, the 
Warranty for what I fay, wu Heb.6. 1. where rhe 
holy Rite of Confirmation, fo called from the f 
fetts of this Adminiftration, and exprest by the 
ritual part of it, Impofition of hands, 1s reckoned 4 
fundamental Point ;, and here. are fix fundamental 
poines of St.Paul’s Catechifm, which he laid asthe 
Foundation, or beginning of the Inftitution of them 
Coriftian Church ; and therefore they who deny it, 
dig up Foundations.’ Now that this Impofition o 


Wands is what the Apoftle ufed in confirming. the 


ized, and invocating the Holy Spirit uponthem, 


remains 


> 
| 
‘ 
“ 
ae 


 remasmsto 
intend Abfolution nor 2. Ordimation. 
And this isevident: 


on baptized Believers: 
proved; which 1 done , by fhewing,. 


1. Becaufethe Apoftle sould henceforth leave to 


| {peak of the Foundation, and go -on-to perfettion 
that seto bigher Myfteries; now in Rituals there is 
none higher than Ordination. 


2, She Apafle fixing be wiuld peak mete of 


Foundations, tho 
Repentance, and by refufcit ation of the 


‘Umpofition of Hands, prefently adifcourfes of the 


the Evangelical Prié and 
at Vocation by which "tis evident 
he foeaks nothing of Ordination*in the Catechifm, 
or Narratives of Fundamentals. 


This alfo appears from the Context, not only 


bec Lavin on of bands is immediately fet after 
>but because in the very next words 

Difcousle, ‘be enumerates and apportions to thefe 
Ordinances their proper proportioned Effctts, 1. 
te Faith und Baptifm, Tilumination , to Laying on 
of hands, the tafting the Heavenly Gift, and being 
made “Partakers of the Holy Spirit 5 by the thing 
fignified declaring ghe Sign, and by hopes of the 


gale pr taftes of the good things of the World . 


to come :' He that falls from tins fate, and turns 
Apoftate from this. whole Difpenfation, digging 
» and turning upthefe Foundations, fhall never 


be built again, he can never be baptized again, and | | 


never confirmed — : If he remains on thefe 


fins, he may be renewed ¢iz 


Spirit, if he had not wholly quenched him but if 
renonnces the whole Covenant > a own and 


cancel thefe Foundations, he is defperate, be ean ne- 
ver be renewed.. This is the full explication off 


D 2 ths 


s 


64 Laying om of Hands 
this excellent place, and-orherways it ‘cigimot be ex- 
plicated 5 "but therefore into this place any ‘notice of 


Ordination cannot came: no Senfe, no Myfery 
can be made of it, or drawn from it, by she 
mn §=6ferpofition of Confirmation: The whole Context is 
me clear, rational and intelligible. He cites Calvin, 
Chryfoftom, as {peaking the fame things upon, 
1 might add on Heb. 6. 1, 2. 
| “Ts (faith he) wrdoubredly to be underftood of that 
me §6\Laying on of bands, which was adminifired to the 
af Faithful prefently after Baptifm, of which St. Luke 
/peaks, Acts 8. &19. might produce Grotius 
| and Heming, and other modern Authors, upon 
me =the fame.place: But having occafion men- 
me tioned féveral before, I thall clofe this with a paf- 
fage out of Erafmus on Heb. 6,1. The first Rep 


to Chriftianity. (faith he) « Repentance of our for- 
mer Life, next.that Salvation is.to be hoped. from 
m 


God, next that we be purged in Bapti om our 
filth, next that by Laying en of b ob peak 
the Holy Spirit, &c. 


A. 4 


CHAP. VI. 


Opening, and further proving Laying on of 
bands from As 8. 16,17. andi9.6. Al- 


Modern Writers upon thofe two Places. 


R. Danvers having laboured to weaken the 
procf of our Practice from Heb. 6. Cie 


~ 


fo fing the Fudgment of -Antient and 


— 
5 
/ 
| M 
|_| 


 narily 


(tho all he fays fignifies nothing). comes Pp. 45: to 
examine 8..17.. and -19. 6. which we‘ affirm 
_ to be full Precedents. fer Laying'on: of hands up- 
on baptized Believérs. - The fum of his Objections, 
or the way he takes to invalidate what we infer 
from:-thence, take as follows, p. 46: 
Object. As to that of ‘Samaria, it és thar’ 
feveral being converted im that City, and baptized 
by Philip, who wrought many Miracles, and con 
tinued time with them, Acts 8, yet did not 
he smpofe hands upon them as we read: of: the 
Church of Jerufalem bearing Samaria-bad rex 
ceived the Word of God, and that the Spirit was * 
any of them, viz. in a vifble man-. 
ner, (which was aPhrafe attributed ro thofe extra- 
ordinary Meafures frequently given im thofe 
Acts 10. 44, which fometimes did fall upon them 
before Bapti{m, and fometimes after ) Peters 
and John, who it feems were extraordinarily gifted 
by God, fo that on whomfoever they prayed, and. 
laid their hands, the Spirit was extraordi- 
and immed:ately given ; and'tis faid they 
laid their hands upon them, but how many ‘tis not 
Said not upon all, for Simon by hes profune: 
offer difcovered he had. neither lot nor part therein, 
thobaptized, 
The firk thing he hints at, as an Objec-. 
tion againft our Pra@tice from this place, is 
caufe Philip laid not his bands upen them, after be 
had baptized them: Which we have aniwered 
already; but this 1 muft {ay now, thatif Perer 
and Fobn laid their hands on thofe Believers in 
Samaria, as Men miraculoufly gifted, or by vir- 
tue of their Attainments, it might 


| 
| | 


| 


4 


] 


q 
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fach as 


ei itrange that Pielip laid not his Natids upon. 
them, being tho but a Deacon 
thofé extraordinary Gifts, and. had'wronght wor” 
derful Sigtis and:\Miracles’ in’ the’ fathe City be 
fore; The reafon therefore, why Philip did’ not'' 
umpofe handsupon themrwas, 
1. Becaufé not minifterially capacitated {6 to” 
do, it not belonging tu‘ him on the ateount of his 
Office, norvhis extraordinary Gifts and Endow- 
ments. This alfo I might farther thew, becanie 
the Church at Ferufalem did not fend to Sam-ris 
Men indowed with miraculous Gifts, but’ 
Minifterial Power and Authority as’ 
*she Servantsof Chrift, in his Name to compleat 
and perfect what was watiting among them.. 
At faith Dr. on Acts 8. 17.) 
réferved to the Rulers of the Church, not com-’ 
municated or allowed to inferiour Officers, fuch as 
Philip the Deacon here. | 
‘2. But whereas Mr, Danvers feems to affirm 


that as fome in the primitive time had the G 


of Healing, fo others had the Gift or Power to’ 9 


give the Holy Spirit ; tis utterly denied, and the. 
contrary has often been proved, for that ‘tis only 
the Gift of God, and Chritt’s bleffed Prerogative 5 
they were found in their Duty, they prayed). 
and laid on their hands, and left the iffue to 


God to give the Spirit, according to his promife § 


and goxd pleafure. | 
Ovjeét. But probably fome may object, We read 
of none but tht Apoftles that laid hands on baprized 
Believers; and tho they atted not by virtue of their 
miraculous Endowments, nor had power to the 


Holy Spirit, yet they might att herein by 


their extraordinary call unte that Office. 


ift’ 
| 
jj 
a’ A 


baptized Belsevers. 677, 
. Anfw.J afficm, that they acted in all other Or-. 
dinances, yea, and did whatfoever they did.in 
the Worfhip and Service of Chrift, by virtue of 
the faid. extraordinary. Call unto the Miniitry,, 
as.well.as in this: But doth it therefore follow 
that nothing the Apofiles practifed is a Precedent. 
or Rule unto us, as fome ignorantly haye affirm- 
ed, of God, and wed as they: 
3. Had not AZatthias the fame power..tojad* 
minifter Ordinances. ( who, was. meciately called 
to his Office by the Church’) as the other Apo= 
ftles immediately called by Chrifi [cfas? and is 
not the End and Work of the Office Chowever. . 
called to it} one and. the fame? viz. the morkof 
the Minifiry, the perfecting the Saints, 
ing the. Body, of Chiift, Eph. 4. 
4. Weread,-hardly of. any that: preached the 
Word Autheritatively,, or officiated inany Gol-. 
Ladminiftration by. of their Offices 
es the. extrao:dinary Apoftles; and therefore 
| if what they did benot aLaw or Rule to us, 
and to all ordinary. Minifters,. to the.end of the 
World, we fhall. be at a.lofs.in many.other re 
It mut therefore. be-granted,. that what 
ey taught and practifed .as.an.. Ordinance oF 
Chrift, and foundation-Principle of his Doctrine. 
they delivered it unto fathjul Adcn, that were 
their Succeffors, that they. might be able:td seach. 
orbhers-alfo, 2 Tim. 2. 3. And thisagrees with Phi 


4.9. Thole things that you have both learned and 
received, beard and. feen in me, do, and the Ged 
of Peace foall be with you. 
Had. it,been a for that Day’ only 
+ | ai 


“¢ 
Cut 
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63 _. Laying on of. Hands 
and-none to be Adminiftrators thereof but thot 
it not haye left as-@ 
anding, or ioundation principle in God's H 
ant Deen joined to Faith, the 

4m the 2d ‘place, he would have us believe the 
end of that Adminiftration was for the extraor- 
dinary or vifible Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which 
we have clearly refuted , yet } thal! fay further, 
that by his arguing, the Apoftles refolved that all 
_ the Charch at Samaria, yea and that at Ephefus, 
fhould have the extraordinary Gifts, fince they 
laid their hands on all that were baptized, with 
m™ out exception. Nay, it follows roundly, that 
where ever the Apoftles found:any particular Dif 
ciple, or Difciples, that 
VilibDie, or extraordinary Gi y were tolay 
their hands on them to that end: For I prefume 
Wir. Danvers jadges, had: Paul found 1200, as he 
found 12, at Epbefus, who had not received 
nor heard of the Holy Ghoft, he would have laid 
hands on them; which prefuppofes ‘alfox, that 
. thofe miraculous Gifts weré promifed, and bel : 
iS directly contrary to-1 Cor. 12. 4, 7, 8, 9, 
29,30. fortho (as we have proved) the Holy 
mor be ifed to every fincere Believer in 
omifed to any in cular, y 
in the bofom or of the A hty, 
to whom, and after what manner he will diftri- 
butethem. 1Cor. 12. 4. There are diverfities of 
Gifts but the fame Spirit , to one is given by the fame 
Spirit, the word of Wifdom, to another the word 
nowledg; to another to anorher-the gift 
. 


| 
2, 
At 
I 


_ receiveth not, nor can an 


By Lot or in that thay" not be - 


aptized 


fracles 3:.to another Prophecy 5 tojamotier > 
‘difcerningo V. 8 Qy 10. 
Miracles? have all the Gift-of 
Healing? 
ea be clearer than this, that tho all. bave 


{peak with Tongues? Henter 


Spirit ; te another the works 


right to the Spirit,yet but ver few had theemtra- | 


thereof in the primitive Times. 
"The T thing Mr. Damvers feems to affirms 


that all in Samaria were baptized 


be had no upon them, becaufe it is ‘aid of Simons | 


pe in that matter. 


that Si not hands laid .u 
Sinan ‘not Simon have lor 


that matter, if by Lot and the vi- 
| pats or Gifts of the Spirit, finte Hy- ~ 


partake of them, as our Saviour °@ 
plainly fignifes and alfo doth our Apoftle, Cor. 


2, He might come under. the Ordinince, and 


yet his heart not being right with God 


might not have any partor lot in the bleffed 
forter, the Spirit of Promife: which the “World . 
ed Heart 


take of. . 
3. Their: reception -of the extraordinary gifts ~ 


of the § pirit, was partly.to convince the Apoitles . 3 


and Believers themfelves. that Chrift had vg 
good his promife of fending the Comforter, the 
Holy Spirit; to theme. 


meant. partaking of the ritual, or extertial part € 4 
3.) 


$ 


o4 


4 


? 
% 
| 
‘ 


to, yet’ 


Canfe inthe lal, 
might be difco to bea 
for@it<came to lot to 
therefore it a 
ail were 


Sofie inthis 


| had 
| ¢? and is it not promifed to all 
Of'fhall we. think the 
ay for the Worthen as- well as the 
weaker V Lifes, aswell as the ftronger ? 
‘tis well noted by Mir: 
Go, teach all Nations, baptizing them, 
i the words teaghing them to 


Ly OPIrit Mgnt DE Piven te” 
nould eran Ssmon had not Ti 
aswedefire: And furely this cannot rationally! 
by any that reattthe words, werf. 12. 
© When they believed they were baptized, bor Mem 
Women. Compare this. with verf. 16) that! 
the: Holy Spirit wat fallew 
of them only they were baptized 
| the name of Lord Fejute Malt 
bem, ‘all who 
Role: are uid tobe baptized? Go dikes 
“ae Th if Wwhene*tis Gid ver, 

&c. they did not pray for them all? 
and 
did 
"tis. 


ftill-arguing as if that: were the ablelute, 
ns agréat Dactor well'o 
is t00 trifling 4 fancy to be put balance 
Se facred an But let us 
Sperit fince our e 
We have. not: forth as: 
whether there be: any Holy Spratt. 
Of the: Apoftle in after them recep: 
tion offs ). is ight of every bap-- 
, Have ye'received the Spirit fee: 
| ed? (No) Unto wphay then were ye | 
? I¢‘feems ftrange’ Cas ifcPeul (ho fay); 
“that having. believéd in :Chrift, andsbecn 
have not ‘yet: received the Holy Spirin,, 
_fince itis the great Legacy ont Lord and Maker. 
to-every one of 
evident. that whofeevervas baptizedsfe 
Chrilt’s refarrection in his Name was 
te Promile of the Holy and 
“quentby ‘into pep on of Hands, the outward 
of it, belonging. to.theme 
eir tifm, {ince were 


Ody 


Gd 


tized Believer. 


Fe 
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unbiaffed Perfon thor cal 
raculous Gifts could not’ be the 

miniftration: and as touchi 
mm followed, ’tis clear the like 
oe other Ordinances as well as this. 
And. whereas Mr. D. to fay 


inary Or mix. 


of Ad- 
s that. 


Church, 

1. Can it the Chi t that thefe.were’ 
at time Members of the 

m ignorant of the Holy Spirit? And furely Pawl 
would not have’ba them again, if they had. 
} been Members of the Church before.. 

2. They are not called the Church, nor of ithe. 
Ghareh, nor fome of the Church, but certain 
Dilciples ; yea, and fuch as gi were only 
imftrudted into the Baptifm of 
Tho we had hands laid 

on them, which was the number 
* Hiw ma+ of the Men * that Pax! found at 
ny Women is thattime who lay short :of their 
not exprefed, Duty and Privilege in that.gefpect; 
theyare jeldom . fince we fee the Spirit was their 
- thedeffernum- Right, as.baptized Believers, it 
 ~6Raee follows that it is the duty of every 
Believer to yield obedience tothis 
Ordinance, as well as thofe twelve... The w 
of God touching the Adminiftration of Golpe 
| Inftitutions. being one and the fame: in all. 
“Churches of the Saints, notwithftandi 
_ has already been offered, may. be a fati 
- Anfwer to Mr..D. concerning what he t 
from two Scriptures: yet-finding fomany 
earn 


wed ally 


and yet fo. 


ods. 
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baptized Believers.” 73° 
Learned Men, dntient and of later times, a 
with us in pofitions on thefe two; 
laces ;“and not knowing but their Words may’ 
wi mone place than what fach a one; 
I'll cite a Paflage.or-two,. 
t again at 
was wanting, ome ormed by Peter "and John,,., 
that Prayer Impofition Hands the Haly.. 
be invocatéd, 
Saith ‘Hierom on the Afts of the Apoftles,: We 
ra another of the Celebration rie 
: or st ssfignally exprest of t 
rey bis Hands hem, and they received the 
Holy Spirit. thefe Teitimonies are the 
Warranty for this holy De. Tar pl 
Eucherites is cited Dr. 
thus: The fame thing now 
Hands on fingle is no-other was 
done all Believers defcent of the 
mentions Zanchius, faying, wih the E 


Sh of the Apoftles and Primitives C 
pe tr more value amon 


that. the ying 
‘Hands, mentioned. A‘ts 8, 17. 19, 


by St. Luke, is that of Confirmation, whereby the 
Spirit of God is givento Perfons. baptized, where- 
‘wit 


juch Solemmities, the ofties are our Mdafters in 
| them, and have given Rules and Precedents. for 
the Church tofollow :. this is a Chriftian Law and 


a 


q 


4” on of Hands 
Enemies of the Faith, 
in ( main (hit be hat Hands were “wont to 
upon Perfons baptized, the of 


Apoftles, all Antig 
Dr. Hammond al 8.17. 
appear pro’ 


it atten 
and B apti{m. When 


‘Jerufilem heard that Samaria bad received the 


Word of G ent Peter and 14 © 

1 


mation, “which is aw At referved to Rulers rh 
Potton and not communicated or allowed to in- 
Philip the Deacon bere. 


Pry fuch as | 
‘And 6 he faith,. 
After this Pat of bands, and benedic- 
tion, gave them Confirmation, by which means the 
Holy Spirit cdme on them. 
\ Mr, Ralph Venning in his Remains, fpeaking of 
AttsS. 17. and 19.6. gives his underftanding 
them; That it was the praitice of the Apofiles, 
rer they bad baptized Perfons, fooner or later, 
tolay Hands upon them. 
has mer what has been faid , I hope it may. 
to all inquiring Souls, in oppofition to. 
mg Mr. Danvers faith, page 47. that thele two. 
Places are clear Precedents aid Rules for this. 
Practice, aswell as Heb. 6. 1, 2, and other Scrip-. 
tires we have infifted apon, ‘for as much as there: 
was a Laying on of Hands practifed immediately 
after Baptifm, and with ‘ait certainty upon 
every Member, or baptized Believer, and to uch: 


| | 
| 


“CHAP. . 


Further fhewing, that Péayer, with Imipofition of” 
Hands upon baptized Believers, renidins for 
“ever as flanding or perpetual Admimnifirae. 


BUT lett any should still object: thie Ordi+ 
~ nancé doth not ¢onti neither is the End. 
attainable now, I amwilling to.add two Or three. 
evincing, of thelepat~ 
rg. 1. Becaufe the Lord was: pleafedto: bear: 
witnefs to, or ratify this biefled Ordinance. op 
Principle of Chrift’s Doétrine, with the like 
Signs, Wonders, and Gifts of the . Holy, Spirit,. 
as he did any other Word, Command, or Prite: 
ciple of the faid Doctrine.’ Now what, was, thus 
eftablifhed; maft needs remain in full force to 
end of the World as our doty: and dangerous: 
it is to labour to make it void; for by the fame 
Argument may an Enemy lay wafte, and take a-. 
way avother, yea, and confequently every one, .. 
Arg, 2. Becaufe it isa Foundation-principle of 
God’s Houle, or one of the great Pillats (next 
te Chrift) on which4t is built, it mutt re 
thain, and very dangerous it is for any to take. 
away a Foundation-ftone. 
°T ts very abfurd (faith Mr.Blackwood on Matth,. 
to think that one of the fix Foundation 
| pr inciples al 


tion, 

| 
| 


princ t » Commended to us the Apoftle ould 
ceafe all the to of the 
World: Nay, is not Impofition of Hands placed in \ 
the midft, betwixt Faith aud Repentance on the 
onefide, and Eternal Fudgment on the other ? ’tis 


icéd- im on. every fide, there is no coming to 
Tee it, “Tis abfurd to think the Apoftle would 
temporary thar’ was to'laft 
a time, among perpetual Principles, 
call them all by the fame name of a Foundati iy Bee, a 
_ Arg. 3. Becaufe the Promife of the Spirit is i 
very extenfive;, ‘tis made to all believing and’ § | 
obedient’ Souls to the end of the World; | 


Mait.28. ult. Teaching them to obferve all things: 
whatfoever I have commanded you: and lo,. I am- 
with you always to the-end of the World. John 14: 


1§, 16,17. Jf you love me, keep my Comman ) 


ments, and I will pray the Father, and he fall: 


give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth, which the. 
World cannot receive, &c, 


Dr. Fer. Taylor, p. fpeaks excellently 
the of this Ordinance: And.. 
from this very ground, take his own words; The 
perpetuity of this holy Rite appears; 1. Because the: 
great Gift of the Holy Ghoft was promifed to abide 
with the Church for ever : Repent, and be baptized: 
every one of you, and ye fhall receive the Gift of 
the Holy Gheft not the meaneft Perfon amongst 
you but fhall receive this great thing; for the Pro- 
mife isto you, and ta your Children, and ta all that, 
are afar off, even {0 many as the Lord our God 
foall call, tins Promife is made to all, and unto all 
for ever. And prefently, {peaking as to 


Laying on of Hands. | 


baptized Believers. 
of Hands, as God’s way for the miniftring of it,” 
fuch a Solemnity (faith he) ’tis nor eafie te- 
 be:fuppofed fhould be ‘appointed that ts, it 
pet romi{¢, tranfient ana temporary : 
forty the Relatives, they muft be of equal 
5 the Promife is of a thing or ever, the Ce- 
or Rite was annexed to. the Promife, and 
therefore this alfo muft abide for ever 


Arg. 4. Becaufe the it which is promifed, 
1s the Comforter that leads us into all Truth, and 
helps the Saints in their Teftimomy and Suffer- 
ings for Chrift ; and ‘tisthat by which they are 
fealed alfo to the day of Redemption, ary 
Who after that ye believed, ye were feale e that 
Spirit of Promife. He peaks it to the.Ephefi- | 
ans, who well underftood his meaning, by remem- 

bring what was done to them by the Apoftle ,. whe. 

awhile before, after he had baptized thems ladiis 
Hands upon them (faith the Dottor) fo they rece 
pe. and were fealed with the Holy Spirit of Pro. 


Now do not we as much need the Spirit’s gui» 
dance, and to be born up in our Teftimony, Sufe 
ferings and Temptations, as the Saints of former 
Ages; and to be fealed by the Spirit of Promife’ 
as-they did? Why then fhould we not be wil-. 
ling to wait on God, in the fame way he has 
preicribed, for receiving a further increafe of if} 
the primitive Saints did yield obe- 

lence 
Object. But forme will fay, We have the Spirit: 
in as great a meafure as you, who never came under — 


Laying on of Hands;-and what greater meafure 


| 
f 


to 


Pray, nor ule the means God directs to for ob AG 
moze, ‘tis a rare {tate youare arrived to. 
2. If God be better than his Word, we will 
not-complain.; he hath many ways to convey his, 
Spiritinto our hearts ; yet this is the great Or-" 
Ginance for .diftributing of it to baptized Be-! 
lievers. But may we not fay with one of the” 
Antients, By this rite of Impofition of Hands, God 
bath promifed, and the. Saints received the Holy Be; 
for tho (faith he) the Spirit of God was 
extraregularly,, and at all times as Godplea- 
yet this_of Impofition of Hands was dianoria 
this was the Miniftry of the Spirit 5 we, 
Chrift when we hear, and obey his Word 
cat Chriff by Faith, and yet the bleffeg Fa- 
charift is Sraxcvia od ua|@- x; Mini- 
Ary of the Body and Blood of Chrift: the Lord's 
Supper 1s appointed ritually toconvey Chrift’s Body, 
and Blood tous, fo 4 Laying on of Hands ordain- | 
ritually to give us the Sprit. 
er; may fay, they fe  Chrift, and. 
as much Communion and Faith 
in him, as many of us who often partake there- 
» of; and may be can fay as much on this account, 
as, you on the other: wilh you. therefore neglect 
» your Duty touching breaking of Bread ?. nie 
~ There is.a Promife of the Spirit made in are 


Laying on of Hands 
rer your obedience thereto than before? 
Weare poor and needy erefore will} 
ufe all Advantages, and be found in oc 
nance, to meet with more of Chrift and his Spi- 
rit; and if you have fo much, that.you need not) 


upon baptized Believers. 
‘igtifma 5 yet fome may fay, they have more of the: 
than you or J; and yet never were Bap-. 
2B tized. Caer, tho he had received a large 
of the yet was very to 


“Mm Be baptized, and to do whatever Peter 
DIE Chrift’s command, enjoined him. And thus the. 
Objection is anfwered, 
“Objet. But extraordinary Effetts didiaccom- 
pany this Adminifirationy aud fuch do not follow 
therefore the thingyar plead for is ceafedy 
et Dr, Taylor, now, for Lhave 
this Objection: ellewhere, . be+ 
fore I met with the learned Dodtor If this be 
all Cfaith he, p. 7-59.) that can. be [aid im oppor 
ition to it, it is 
In the days-of the Apofiles, the Haly Spirit 
produced: miraculous Effetts, but neither, alm 
nor at gllin all Men, Are all workers of Miracles 
do all {peak with Tongues? the Wind blowetha, 
where it lifteth; fome have Gifts after this man- 
ner, fone after that. 
- 2. Thefe Gifts were not me pny at all Times, any. 
more than to.all Perfons, but the Promife f the Holy 
Spirit did belong to all, and was performedtoall, but aim 
not in the like manner. Stephen was full of the Hol Se 
Spirit, of Faith,and Power,the Holy Ghot was given. 
to him, to fulfil bis Faith principally, working 
racles was but collateral, and sncident : but thereis, 
alfo an Infufion of the Holy Spirit to all, and tha 
forever. The manifeftation of the it 
to every Man, to profit withal:' And therefore sf 
the Grace be given to all, there isnoreafon that the. i 
ritual Minsftration of thy Grace fhould ceale, on 
pretence that the Spirit is.not given extraordimarilfe 


3. Tht 


on of Hanis 


"34, Thofe expraordinaryGifts were indeed at 
wecefjary , (he gives feveral reafons thereof) * 


‘becaufe of them who could not receive thé underas 
flanding of an incorporeal Nature; thar if aff 
ms «©: Wards they be not fo done, they may be believed by 
| thofe things which were already done: another, bee 
canfe the fiate of the Church. But the prea? 
ér-Gifts (faith he) were to wry ever, theres 
fore "tus obfervable rhat St.Paul fays, the Gif 
of Tongues is one of the leaft and moft ufele{s thin” 
meer fign, and not fo much as a fign to a Believer? 
Infidels and Unbelievers. 
Toevery ordinary and perpetual Miniftry, at 


there were extraordinary Effetts, and miracw 


Effetts, ét follows not that the Vifit ation of the Sick, 
§ Preaching, Sermons, &c. are not ordinary dnd per 
petual Miniftrations , and therefore to fancy that 
of the:Holy Spirit, and Impofition of 
is to ctafe, when the extraordinary and 
porary Contingencies of it are gone, is too trifling a 
6fancy to beput into rhe balance againft fo facred an 
4nftitusion, relying upon{o many Scriptures, 
§. He argues yet er, fhewing tho the Gifts”. 
outward Miraclés, remain not’ 
-with t Chare yet the greater, or More tran- 
fcendent Gifts of the Spirit do continue, viz, Sanc-’ 
ie tification and Power, Fortitude and Faith, Hope’ 
Love, &c. Thefe are (faith he) rhe Atiracles 
Grace, t0 throw down the pride of Lucifer, it 
— tre 


2 
<i] 


Sermon; 5000 at another; and Perfons were mi- 
| ratutonfly cured by Prayer, .at the viftatien of the 
| SHR, and Devils caf ont in the converfien of 4 
Sinner: And now tho we fee no fuch extraordinary Bu 
| 


upon baptized Believers. 
tread on the wreat Dragons and’ to. tri 
Spiritual Enemies, to'cure a diftafed Soul, to 
| he unharmed by the pasfon of Temptation, &c. This 
more than prrit, or a power o 


tore. 
the 
mira 
difcontinuance of Miracles foouid 
the difcontinuance Of an Miniftrati- 

pn, and this  that(faith he) which I was to prove, 
“He 


enough ; return to 
Mr, Danvers, p: 48. Who labours againft the” - 


ream; and would make ‘us believe that the Lay~ ~ 
va 2 Tim, 1,6, and” 


h muft be re- 
fected, fince feveral dave iven to: 


contrary, that have in the leatt | 
moved. That Ti imothy had Hands laid | 
tis evident 5 4. ¢. 
whtn otddined to Office. One 700d 
Bfor itis giverrby Mr. Blackwood : (faith he). 
Bfpeaks of fuch Gy 5, a6 were given by the Laying om, q 
of bis own as, but the Impottion . 
Ordination was by the Hands 
Tim: 4. 14, where the Greek wor ust’ eon 
fignifysng a comunttion of but 2Tim. 
reaneee ows, to denote the att of one Man. 
And douBflefs fach an Expofition as Mr. Dan- 
vers ‘toomuch reflects on the Apoftle, who . 
ing more than Pride and Arrogancy: 
Surely he-would not have appropriated fo to hint 


» 


‘which have been 


F th 
boas 
with words washout 


would admire to.conlider how 


— 


cfers 


of vous, for, Mr.\D.iby :his-own 


be 


4 
“Me 
is. 
> 
we gever be good Tutors of, others Tite, 
Walt . > for beir 
and you feer to blame us for geing 
“as to afhrm pofitively. what are the firft Prinei 
pt.the Doctrine af Chrift. But give me leave to | 
‘it is .as caly to know what Laying 


being 

ure 

fomarvel if ignorant, 

dl ‘captivated ini their abufing 


“a-while 220, 
Band. Laying On 
tutend thole, | 
Pen the time of the Law. 


own und 

the Way play before 
of the Oracles of 
and “not 


of by Péter fo. 


Text, in bink she 


mitt 


Cirift 4, uf 4 
Vet this let me:premile, has laid 
“a flown as his Judgment on this Téxt, Mr. Tom- 

linfor has very well. anfwéered ina T reatile lately 
22,23. and fhewed the 


rection before he begin to write’ on, this; 
acct, he is fo much beslonded as. no. 


this “He. conceivesy he fix’ 


‘not ‘bat, that 
ite 
atid 
fide 
God, VEE Ser... 
to be under 
| 
| 
| 
7 


84 Laying om of Hands 
Principles mentyoned here, are very compr 
iand may take the ten Commandments, the 
Supper, and féeveral other things: Nay he-fays 
‘that Repentance and Faith may comprehend ‘lk 
both the negative and pofitive part of Holine(s. 
Anfw. 1. If the whole of Religion, or 
of Godlinefs is comprehended in thefe fix Princ. 
ples, why fhould the Apoftle call them firft Prin. 
ciples? “tis improper to call thofe the firft that 
‘comprehend «all : Ar when the 
Foundation is laid, the whole Building is finihed. 
_ 2. And if the whole of Piety, or Holinef, 
be included in the two firft Principles, Repen- 
tance, and Faith, there was no need to enumerate 
any more: Nay, by this Argument, obedience 
to Chrift in Baptifm, and ing on 
together with the belief of the Refirrection 
Eternal Judgment, are not comprehended in the 
- megative or pofitive part of Holinels: to what 
e then have we {pent our time in writing 
about either of thefe Principles ? peer 
3. But again, as Mr. Tomlinfon minds, 
could it be the weakne/s thefe Hebrews, that 
Wad need to be taught them again? or bow : 
the Apofile fay, he would leave them to go on toper-§ 
fettion? &c. Surely if in thefe firft Principles al® 
Religion be he would not do well tom 
heave them it might rather have been their perfece™ 
fion ever to remain there, viz. in preaching, Audying™ 
and hi of them, and go no further, or uf we 
muft nee them, we muft leave all Religun@ 
and Holine{s, and fo turn Ranters, Atheifis, 


(Quakers. | 
But, if the whole Body of Religion and 


- Holinels 


| 
| 


upon baptized, Believers. 
cc. had 
no. Chriftian had’ gone further; nav, nog 
perfectly learned. the 4B C of his Profeilion, * 
arid we muft always be learning them, and fo 
ever be but Babes in Chrifts and no feafon had . 
thetApoftle to blame the Hebrews that they. 
had “Bone no further, fince in thofé beginning 
were comprehended the whole of their 
5. And fince thefe Principles are in the A 
ftle’s fenfe to be looked Sree as Milk, and for 
Babes, what then is the Meat ? and who are the 
{trong Men? Surely when we have done with our 
Milk, the Feaft is ended, and there is.no after- 
Dith, to (peak according to the nawife of this 
Metaphor. | 
Again, P..45. as Mr. Danvers would have Re- 
pentance and Faith to comprehend! both the 
negative and pofitive part of Holinefs; { he pro- 
ceeds to tell us how comprehenfive Laying on of 
hands is That it takesin all forts that are fpoken 
re of, viz. Miracles, Healings, and Gifts, that were 
m for the Confirmation of the Cofpel, and ihe Invefti- 
© ture of Church-Officers, &c. 
=»  Anfm. This is astrue as the former, andas 
= good Divinity every whit, and when he has an- 
eiwered our Arguments again‘t this {trange Ex- 
 polition, we wiil argue that Point further. But 
doth he not hereby make Laying on of hands for 
= miraculous Healing a perpetual Adminiitration, . 
it being a part (in his fenfe ) of the Foundation 
of God’s Houfe? We have Shewed why it cannot 
intend that on Sick Perfons, nor. on Officers of 


the Church; and as to extraordinary Gifts for 
Conia. 


it 
to} 
ve 
on 
id 


ehended in thefg fix Pringiples, 


J 


Conhimation of the Gofpel; ‘if hé mean that 
Ren of 8,17. and 19.6. we uttérly dény It, 

and the contrary, that it wasnot 
tie end Service, Cc. no more thanorm 
Aflembling together , Prayer, Preaching; 
fach Miraculous Effects foflwed more or 
evety one of thofe, and otter’ Gofpelmine | 
as well as ‘on of hands on ba 

tized Befievers. - This comlidered, ‘tis ftranve fe 
fhould reafon after this'manner,’ 
mut we farther fay,’ there is but orie Laying 

On. of hands intendledin Heb. 6. becaufe “tis 

expreit in’ the {mgular number, Laying on of 

and not vitigs, ‘Ce. 
Danvers faith This as meer 
.and hata hothing of truth in jt. He 
Lyng on of bands, is as plaral ‘as Baptifm. This 
is all. the Anfer he gives; fe page 
bare Afitmation may be 

q 


a Proof in this, we are ahfwered, and Mr. Dar 
vers has done his bufimels;, what, is here mote? 
Idefire to know how he would write were he to 
me between one Hand and fince. 
Hands are in the Plural Nomber? The Admire 
ftrator, is. not ‘to lay orie only? bar both *his 
Hands: there can be no diftinguifhing Cit this 
Man is not miltaken ) between and divers’ 
the Scripture’ fj tes: 
onefort'(in our gment) ‘fis expreisy | 
as itis here, viz, Laying on of hands, and 
me. plural: Tim.4.14. Fnedd not fay more, only 
me. cite Paflage of a Learned Writer upon this very 
fee Place, and Objection , “Ts moft palpably apparent 
he) to fuch as are not afleep 


4 


« 
‘ 


upon 
Heb, 6. 1, 2. thar {peaks 
oft Li on of bands alone, 
be meant more hinds'of Lpofirron oF 
hdnds than one: forthe Handsberbe Nan, 
ak to, Or yor pear 
antive ingular Number, ‘te the 


‘of Im- 
1. Negatively, bie phérein his: 
his wiz, Wor. beeanlt wi pray for 
ture o Li ing 
vider it not a neceffty, 


hy Wes Pa an of Charift, 

a beRinning _Doétrine, OF. “of Goa, « 
Chriftian Religion; to which 
cipléof ro fabmit on’ pe of Non 
Communion, rejecting a Fun Prini- 
the mot one word of Inftiturion, Comitatd, 
Precept, or Example for the and’ 


thereby, which 14a Spirit of Love,' ee, 
There appears the Spo 
tug, Teniiing, and dividing the’ Bod Christ, 
and for afferriag for Dottrine. and Prattice, the! 
Cuftoms and Commands of Men: st for thefe & 
things ‘our 5 lie fo well founided Dea, 
4-2. 12, 23. Rev. Prov. 30.6. 


—_— 


is Offence concernit ‘the: nature or 


ing on of hands; pro> 7 


der pretence of receiving more of ofthe Spiric of 


_ «But to proce 
pround 


moo Laying on of Hands 
1.. Could we have fuch a liberty as to 
See make a holy Inftirution of Chrift only a form 
oR civil Ceremony or Gefture, or a thing indif- 


= 


ferent, todo, or not do,.our Brethren, it feems) 
would notbeoffended. 
a | ~ 2. Wete it a true Charge he brings,* he would 
Have caufe to be offended with::us; but. whether 
it be a Principle of the Do@trine of Chrift, and 
at Oracle of God, or a Tradition.of Men, which 
ie we contend for, fet the impartial Reader judg, 
is nothing offered by our Opponent to de- 
ierve any further Anfwer; it cdils more for Re- 
§=6prehenfion than Confutation. .Who feemed more 
ceniorious than Mr. Danvers, . who. charged! 
mee tis Brethren with what they moft abominated, 
viz. tearing and dividing the. Body of Chritt 
Will-worfhip, nay being. under the dreadful 
Carfe of Adding to the Word of God ? | 
Whether we are guilty. of Schifm, rending 
and tearing the Body of Chrift, or thofe who 
negleé& his Words, or .Foundation-Principle of 
his Doctrine (I might fay reject it) is fully nfani- & 
felted in a late Book Intituled, The Searchers for © 
Schifm fearched, that has not yet been anfwered. » 
4. May. not the Independents and otherscharge 
you onthe. account.of Baptifin, with rending and 
réaring the Body of Chriit, fince you deny Break- 
ing of Bread with them, on that Confideration 
fm as fome do with you about Laying on of hands, a- 
Principle of the fame nature? Doth not Mr.Wills 
ee in his Anfwer to your former Book of Baptifin, 
fm charge you in much like words, as you do us | 
here? And truly, if I miitake not, Mr. D. has 
cleared us from Schifm, and well anfwered a 


Bex, 
¢ 


Sanétification, 


negligent therein. 


Writer.) before we can come ad adyta & intima 


upon baptized Believers. $9 
in his late Reply; Page 169,170, ©.) .. 
171. as he fays of Baptifin : Suffer 
me to {peak of Laying on of hands ; Truth vind 
here is nothing in the Principleit) 4 
felf but what inclines to Piety and 
Uniny: It being defigned by Chriff not-only to pro» 
to further Lovetand Peace, 
in the way of Righteon{ne{s and Truth, 4 
Why fhould Baptifm be cfteemed the whole @ 
and only Inlet into the vifible Church, whentis 
but oné of the Six’ Fundamental: Principles of 


-Charch-Conftitution ? Why fhould’.he have a 


greater efteem for one than for another Inffitu- 
tion? Did our Brethren fee Laying on of hands 
to be an Ordinance of the fame nature withBap- 
I might hope they would notbe of ‘the 
mind fome are of : ’tis fad when a Fundamental 
Principle of Chriftian Relizion {hall be madeam- 
different. I have a tender refpec to all that love 
Chriit, yet dare not violate that Holy Order ; 
his Word, knowitig feverely he’ has 
manifeited his difpleafure againft iuch as have 


Now tho we grant Baptifm an In‘tiating 
Ordinance, yet not that alone. There aretne @ 
Doors to be paffed through, (faith a Learned 


Ecclefiz penetralia, viz. Bapti/m, and Laying on of 
hands: whereof the latter property and immeaiately 
gives admittance. 

Mr. Hanmer, p.22. cites fome antient Chriltians 
{peaking thus: Confirmatione pretinus data plema 
authoritas, jus Corpori Chrifti fanguim cum 
omnibus Fidslibus communicandi: that is, Conf 


= 


0 

t 

1- 

k. 

a 

Ils 

lf 


qo Laying on of Hands 
firmation (or Impofition of bands) forthwith cives 
full authorsty and right of Communion in the Body 

|, aa Blood of Chrift. And in another place faith 
the fame Perfan; He that mas not confirmed, was 


not admitted tothe Eucharift, | 

_ DoubtlefS if the Church of Fudea, firft planted 
inthe orderiof the Gofpel, is to be followed’, or 

if that which was the practice of fome of the 
Churches, was alfo of every Church, then both 

Ordinances, as well as the other beginning 
rinciples, muft precede, or are pferequifite to 
Objet. But doth not this Rraiten and narrow the 

of Flues Chri ft ? 

Anim, Mr. Danvers’s Reply to Mr. Wills about 
Baptilm, is a very good an{wer: viz. This (faith 
he) is no other than Reformation in 2/1 Ages (fice 
the Aatichrifiian defcttion ) hath been onarged 
and particularly that Reformation that bas been en- 
deavoured in that other Ordinance of the Lord’ 
Sapper, therefore the Presbyterians cry out againft & 
| she Independents for fintn! Schifm, Foxentérs of 
Fattion, and narrowing of Cirif?s Interef, in 
their rejpettive Separations, and Church-Communi- | 
ous. “The fame do the Prelats fay to the Presby- | 
terians; and the very fame do the Papifts fay to | 
If Mr. D. in the work of Reformation excels, @ 
or has more light than fach he {peaks of, in re 
ipect of Charch-Conftitution and Communion, 
and refolves to purfae his work, tho he is re- 
proach’d on this account ; why thould he blame § 

us, who, according to our light, labour after a j 
> pure and perfect Keformation? or doth he ine 4 
Cc. 


% 
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= 


A 


| 
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cm ransom 


~ 

» 
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™ our Brethren to take he 


upon vaptizea Believers. 9% 
he has got to fuch a degree of knowled:g, that he 
is perfe@t, and needs no more light nor inftructi-, 
on, and that the lait Stone.of Refotmation and 
Reftoration heres laid, becaufé Baptifm ihines 


forth in its primitive purity ? Remember him 
who faid (fuch was his Humility) What J know 


not, teach thou me. And Apollos, tho mighty in 
the Scriptures, could ficop to the Cotiniel and 
Inftrudion. of Aquila and Prifcilla, the much in- 
ferior to him, who taught him the way of Goa 
move perfectly, Act, 18.26. 

6. Ought not we to fand faft, and hold the 
Traditions we have been taught? and is not this 
worthy.of Commendation? what faith the 
ftle; 1 Cor. 11.2) Now J praife you Bretimen, iat 


you. remember me in.all things, and keep the Ordi- 


nances as toey. were delivercd unto. you. Bnd are 
We not commanded to withdraw from every Brox 
ther that walks diforderly, and not after the Thay 
ditions we have Befides, We 

fortably have Communion with fich as oppofe 4 


© Confinand of God, nay, that make it but a Tra. 


dition of Men, asd an Antichriftian Innovation? — 
And as in all Fundamentals of Salvation, fo in 
thofe of Church-Conltitution, we ought to.be a- 
greed, before we ean orderly ‘fit down’ toge-’ 
7, But to fay no more, . I would: caution all 
ed what they afrm on 
this a¢count, I mean concerning us, and this fa- 
cred Inititution, fince they feem {0 cloudy in their - 
underitanding about thole Scriptures as the 
By Warranty for our Practice; If God -has « 
hid ( fur reafons beft known te himflf) this 


4 Tru.B 


Al 4 

t 
th 
ce 
as 

of 

in 

‘ 
| 

| 
ls, 

Ce 

a 
| 
he | 
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or 


* 


‘ | 


met only in whe Subject, but in divers 


Commandments of Chri 


-fhould call Laying on of hands, a Doétrine, of 


aancharitable thoughts do they retain of their 


ted it, take itinhisownword. 


Laying on of “Hand; 


of Impolition of hands from their eves, as 


me *he hath the holy Ordinance of Baptifm from the | 
Independents, &c. it will be their wifdom to 


bear Reflections ; let them not be angry, left it 
be found to be a Truth of Ged; and they conle.’ 
quently prove offended at Chnift himfif, 
left this as well as eh amoneft the bepinnirig- 
principles of his Doctrine. Why ftould they be 
offended at us for pene 3 equal I..ve to all the 
ft? T would- hope they 
have reafon to judg, ‘tis from’ hence we fo ear 
neitly contend’ with them on this account. — 


~ §. I cannot but marvel, that our Brethren 


Tradition of Men, and rendet thofe who plead 
for it, guilty of adding to the Word of God; 
and yet receivé fuch into Communion at the 
lord’s Table, as are in the practice of’it. What 


Brethren ?: and what guilt, on this Confideration, § 
do they bring on their own Souls? . oe 
But let me ciofe’ with one Caution more} 
fince they know ’tis as finful every way. to dimi- § 
nith from God’s Word as to alter or add'to it, § 
a them take heed left they be found guilty @ 
therein. 

We have now traced Mr. D. quite through, @ 
and have little more to do: In pase 3. he la- & 
bours to remove an Objection brought againit & 
him from Antiquity, and fince he has fairly fta- § 


Ais to the point of Antiquity, tho ‘tis granted the @ 
Antients, and their Followers ever fince, have er+ 


a 

= 


wpon baptized Believers. 
floes this Rite of Impofition of hariis, yer in 
asemuch as there las been all along finch a 

. born to the thing it felf, it makes for its Apofttlie 7 
calne{s, and confirms our Prattice thercin. Now 

- take his Anfwer toit : Jt doth not appear Ciaith he) 
wthat [uch a Witnefs hath béen born all along thers 
to, for Mr, Baxter ingenuonfly acknowledzes tit 
Juftin Martyr, Ireneus, avd others im thofe tines 
are filent about it, &c. And thofe Authorities thar 

art pretended to affert in the frft Centuries, 
have been proved to be {purious and {uppofititious, 


out the Word of God to Warrant it, can never juftify 


a the Divine Authority of any Prattice. 
ad Anfw. 1. We fully agree with him, viz. what-- 
J; ever is found in antient Prefcriptions concerning, 
he this, ortny Practice, fignifies nothing, ifGod’s 
Word doth not witnefs to it: But having fich 
eit Ma evident proof from God’s Word to warrant this 
My Precept, we never*judged it worth while to fearch * 
"ff into, Authors concerning it; neither fhould we = 
have cited any now, had we.not been fore’d by 
ni- our Oppofers. And as to what he fays concern 


ah and - Freneus are both filent' about it, it 
fignifies 
but Mr. Baxter’s fay-fo for it, who may be has 


overlook’d fome places of thefe Authors, or pra 
aft bably not met with all their Works. But 
Ra: 2.. Since their Silence only is pretended, it ¢ar- 


ries ho great force with it; mutt we of neceffity 


produce all th: Antients exprefly witneiling theré 
eye to, or elfeis all nothing that is brought from “3am 
mote Antiquity in the Cae? Wehave mentioned 


at 


— 


2ly. That pretence of antient Prefcription, with> 


ing Mr, Baxter’s ingenuous Confeflion, that 
very little; “for firft, we*have nothing 


x 
| 


94 Laying on of Flands. 
veral antient Witnefles, and‘ fome of the 2d and’ 


Centuries, which aremeither {purious,. 
the 


fititious, {uborn’d Witneffes, nor \Knights 
Polit, tho Mr. D. is pleaféd fo to call them. 
_ And now to conclude, we muft 

gainit what is mention’d, p. 54. that there isa. 
clearer Precept forImpofition of 
Believersias fuch, than can be urged for that on 
Church-Officers, or the obfervation of the fir 
Day of the Weck, &c. ~ 

I have ground to conclude Mr. D. thinks it 


- fiis duty to keep holy the firft Day of the Week, 


as the Chriitian Sabbath. 


.. We gave Mr. D. no ground to fay that which 


he did of us, wiz. Reproach the Wifdom of Christ, 
and flight the Aygthority of the Holy Scriptures, as 
tho we bad not d futicient Direttion therein in all 
parts af God's Worfhip. God forbid we {).ould be 
guilty of fuch things! Ree and others may here- 
™ juitly be charged. but our Souls witnels a- 
gainit it as an abominable Affertion. 
And that remarkable Exprefiion of Dr. Omen’s, 
as Mr. D. callsit, we can with all readinels and 


fimplicity clofe in with; and judg it neceflary 
once more to recite it, viz. This then they whol) 
hold: Communion with Chrifty-are careful of, 
‘will admit nothing, praitife nothing in the Worfhip) 
of God, private or publick, but what they have his \ 
arrant for: for unlefs it comes in his Name, with 
Thus faith the Lord Jefas, they will.not hear an® 
Agel from Heaven; they know the Apoftlestbem- 
felues were to teach the Saints only what Chrift com-\ 


manded them, Communion with God, p.171- 


Lord 


fay again, a. 
s on baptized. 


The Dottor’s Rule is ever to be followed, the 


— 
‘5 
| 


upombapi teed: Belevers. 

Lbrd' open his eyes for hew doth this clearly 
overthrow all his Arguments for Infant-Baptifm 2 } 
But what injury doth it do us, who can fay, 
Thus faith the Lord Fefus ?. “tis left on record 
mong{t the firft Principles of his Doctrine, Heb. 
6; 152. "tis a Command of God, if the Oracles 

of God be hisCommand, Heb, bs 12. which fure:- 
none will deny ; fince the Apoftle Paul, and Sre- 
phen (a°Man fuil of the Holy Spirit) affirm them 


a be.. We believe what the Doctor faith, vsz. - 


thé Apoftles were to teach nothing but what . 
rift commanded them, to whom they were 
obedient therein: and farely then al! may fee a 
Divine Inftitution for this Practice, for was it 
not taught to the Hebrew Church? Heb, 5. 125 
And did not Peter and Foon teach it to-theSaints : 
at Samaria? and Paul tothe Dilciples at Ephe/us, 
and to Timothy yea, and made them obedient 
thereto? Aéts 8.17; & 19.6..2Tim 1,6, 

Tf Laying om of hands were not an Ordinance 
God, and of Divine Inftitution (faith Mr. Blacks - 
Annot.on) Marth. p.690.) then the Apéofiles « 

in the adminiftratiomthereof bad prattifed Will 
‘nay, which more, sad left. a Rule of 
| W ill-worfhip unto us, Heb.6.1. . 
think that the Apoftle would do either of thele; 7 
therefore Laying on of hands upon baptized Perfons. 
an ical Inftitution. 
be it from us, or any Chriftian, to»har--- 
bour fo uncharitable:thoughts of the bleffed Apo- - 
| ftles, vez. tharthey would do anything in Chrilt’s . 
‘Name without his Warrant. Jf any-A4an, faith 
Paul, think himfelfto be a Prophet, or Spiritual 


let him acknowledg that the things I write. unto 


Laying op of Hinds. 
of 1 Cor, 

sient, by iG Ge 


Containing a few Motives or Arguments, 
Woking and encourageng, to Obedience the 


| two or three Motives, toftir up to Obedience 
fachasdefire to be found fincere the 
kord Jefus, and of tlie primitive Saints, and .to 
walk in-all the ments of the Lord blame- 
and to confider, swhether they do not lie 
fhort of their Duty and Privilege, ‘whilf they 
omit or neglect this precious 
nance of ee of Hands: . 
Morive Confider, ou bave the 
holy Pattern of the Saivis of old to ftir you up te 
a diligent fearch in the Book of God's Law, to 
find out what his Mind and Wiil may be concerns 
you. How the 
when upon enquiry they found out onege 
Ordinance of fittingin Booths in the Feait 
Tabernacles? Neb,8.14,~17. they did not-then 
contend againtt if, or raife Objections, faying tt 
done many years :.Samue l, David, 
Hezekiah, did it not, who 


» 


upon baptized: ‘Believers. 


no immediate V ifion, '.or. miraculous Ap-; 
of God to revive this Inititution, 
-» We find nothing of this nature ftumbled them, 4 


Work, aad there was great Foy were not. 


practife it not; “tis not an Inftituti 
if. it were, fare Mr. fuch. a one. Caleasned Mie 
and Brother ) he-is.a | 
of greater light and —e ing than 
“Tis no marvel 
walking by-the perfect. 
walk by the Light of thole that are ay 
Motivee. Confider that by a univerlal obedi>_ 
ence to Chrift, ou will appear to.be his Difci-’ ~ 


(Rev. 12. 17.. Yea you will enter intoftr 
bantis of Alliance and Frienditip with the Lo 
Jefus: You are my Caith he) sf you de 


command Job. 1§. 144 Lhis alfo - 
ill add boldnefS to.the Saints. ‘Then foal 
be afbamed (faith David) when I have relpet to 


a thy Commandments, 
Mot.3. Letthe Nature of the move 

| you to confider your fault and neglect hereigh 
and.as you, defire that the Church you have given 
our felves to walk in the order.of the Golpel 
with, b being knit and, fitly framed together, may- 
grow into a Holy Temple in the Lord. © Be fare 
deethere isno ectin the Foundation, take heed® 
Fite 


Ae were great Reformers , aud we 4 


4 


found it written, they. about 


flons againft Baptifm and Lay 
fac ad ach eminent Men (a they) 


les indeed, and of the Remnant of the Woman's 


the 


it Wants not. one principal Pillar: ard. let ‘n 


m {peak flightingly itution, left he provoke: 

&§ fe(us Chrift Did he command any thing: |" 
in vain? And by the fame Ar you adven- 
Mure to caft off this Principle, another may do: 
fo'by Baptifm, and confequently all the teft; . 
and fo in time God’s Spiritual Houfe be like) 
to the literal Temple, viz. not have one Stone 
left‘ upon another which will not be thrown 


down. | 
fider that thofe bleffed Promifes 


— 


Motive 4. Conic 
has'made of giving the Comforter, the Spi- 
yitof Truth, which the World cannot vective, are 
entailed to the obedient Soul; if we. will have 
the Blefling, we muft'be found in our Duty; 
- Atid how has God crowned this Service, as has 
been fhewed , with wonderful manifeftati 
thereof? Nay, confider what meafare foever 
God has given thee of his Spirit, by waiting up- 
on ‘hitn ‘in other Ordinances, yet this of Impoli- 
tion' of hands Chrift has appointed as the Mini- 
firy thereof to baptized Believers as fuch: to-efery 
particular ‘Inftitution wheré is fome fpecial and 
peculiar Biefling annexéd, and ’tis ordained 
God's ordinary way for the conveyance of it, 
as F might largely fhew, in refpe& of Preaching 
the Word, Baptifm, the Lord’s Supper, Churcly 
Cenfures, @c. and the like alfo in this of Laying 
‘on of hands: and tho God is not tied to this of @ 
that Ordinance, vet he hath tied us to the exat J 
obfervation of them: He may anticipate his own 
Order, ‘and give usthe Mercy promiied (in part) 
in forme other way ; yet we ought not tu néglect 
our Duty. atid 


Fezaule 


Laying ‘on of Hands 
| 


baptized Believers. 29 
Becaufe I have obtained Faith in fome other — 
than God’s ufual way for the be esting fall. 
Inot hear the Word preached, for the further 
increafing it inmyekleart? Again, becaufe I haye, 
remiflion of Sins, and other Botings promifed 
in Baptifin before baptized, thall I reje& that 
Ordinance? Sure Cornelius didnot do fo, 
10, 47._ And again, I feed:by Faith on Jefas 
Chrift, and receive his Fleth which is Megat in- 
deed, and his Blood which is Drink indeed, thall 
I therefore refufe the Ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, which is. as the Miniftry of 
his Body and BI od forbid, Even fo, let 
none neglect this, Appointment, notwithftanding 
any Gift, or Mealare of the Holy Spirit they. 
have received, fince it has pleafed God to direct 
toit, and left it in his Hoafe perpetual Mi- 
it not, for a Blefing that in 
” Motive 5. Confider the great need thou haft * 
of the Holy Spirit, yeaand of a further increafe ~ 
theteof, tho I {hould grant thou hait received it 
already , forwithoutir favingly believe, 
ror cali Jefus Lord, Yer there is a further Pro. 
mife made to thee,,as thou Believer in 
fus Chriit: and what can.a poor Saint do wi 
out the Spirit? what Temptations dolf thou meet 
with, what Lufts and Corruptions ftill haft thou 
+ to mortify ? and what outward Tribulations art 
thou rofefleft the Gofpel) expofed to? .O 
&® therefore ufe all means, and particularly this, 
which God injoins thee, that thod mayit obtain 
aforther mealure and increale of the Spirit of 


God, | 
4 


| 
| 


Liying on: of Hands: 
Motive Lattly, Confider the excellent aid 
unfpeakable worth and ufefulnefs of the Holy Spi- 
rit; O what fpiritual Profit and Advantage do. 
the Saints of God receive héreby ! pa 
’Tis the that enlightens the cyes 
f our Underftandings, 1 Cor. 2, 10, 11 125-135 
ph. 1.17. -we cannot fee afar off, without‘our 
Eves are anointed with this Eye-falve: AndO 


- what Beauty dowe hereby behold in Jefus-Chrift! 
_ how are our Souls taken with invilible Obje@s ! 
and what an empty and aothing-World is this, 
when we look through the Profpect-glafs of the 
| Spirit of God upon it! 
the Holy Spirit that revives and quickens 
| ws, and makes us wor in the Paths of Righte- 
Fob. 6.63. Col. 2, 13. | 
| 9g, "Tis the Spirit that leads ws in the way we 
foould walk, Rom. 8.14. yea and makes them 
, Paths of peace and pleafantne{s unto our Souls, Prov. 
17. "tis he that guides us into all Truth, and 
mt brings Chrift’s Words to our remembrance, Joh, 
the Holy Spirit that comforts us when 
down; tis from hence we receive all Hea- 
venly Confolation, Foh. 14. 16, 26. ° 
_* §. ’Tisthe Holy Spirit that makes us profit, 
under the Word and means of Grace ; ,’tis that 
which maketh our Souls to grow and flourifh in 
the Courts of the Lord’s Houfe, Heb.4.2. 1 Cor.3.6,. f 
6. Tis the Spirit that helps us to pray, helps J 
our Infirmities, and teacheth us what to pray.for, 
and gives us acce/s at the Throne of Grace.; yea 
makes Intercefiion for us with groanings that cannot 
me be uttered, Rom. 8. 26. 


7 


a upon baptized Believers. 
+9, "Tis by the Spirit we cry Abba Father; “tis 
tliat mbich bears witnefs with our Spirits, that we 

aré the Children of God, Rom. 8. 13, 1§, 16... 

Tis by the Holy Spirit we mortify the Deeds 
‘the body, Gal. §.22. "tis by that we ‘live and 
od, and. are confirmed in Chrift Jeius, and 

fanctified throughout. 

“9. "Tis fromthe Holy Spirit that all heavenly 

Grace and /p:ritual Gifts flow ; ’tis ie that divides 

to every man feverally.as he will, Cor.12. 
10.. Tis the. Holy. Spirit which is the Earne# 

of our Inheritance, and which gives an Affurance | 
of the purchafed Poffeflion unto our Souls, - 

I...10,.1 

ae Ts the Holy Spirit by which we are fealed 

to the. of Redemption, | ph. Oe & ee 

.. 12. ’Tis by the Spirit we are made ftrong, and- 

enabled to overcome all Enemies, .and helped to 

triumph over Death, 1 Car. 15. 55, 57.. ‘tis by the 

Spirit we know that when our eariniy Houle 

diffelved we have a Budding of God, a Houfenot 
made with hands, eternal in the Heavens, . 2 Cor, 

Bm 5.1. Thefe things ¢onfidered, let none blame 

us that we fo eagneftly contend for the Holy 

Ordinance of Prayer with Impofition of Hands, 

in which God has promifed, and fo {weetly com- : 

municated, asthrough a Conduit-Pipe 
fed Water.of Life.to our Souls. Shall it not. 


» 1 trouble our Spirits, when Perfons labour to take 


away the Childrens Bread, or any of their. 
fweet and heavenly Milk upon.the ground? - 


fach 


¥ 
< 
| 
| 
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To2 é Laying on of Hands’ 


Book... 
Mr. Danvers Con- 
clufion. 
T Hus you have had a 


the rife, growth, and pro- 
gress of this Rite of Con- 
firmation, ~or Laying on 
of hands, from the begin- 
ming to his day, ( 
Ml that have owned it.) 


and jrmpofed , toget bey. 
a genuine Exami- 
mation of the Grounds 
and Redens each Party 


fame: may we not 
upon the whole, fairly 
come to the following | 
Conclufions? viz. 

3. That there doth 
not appear to be the leaft 
Scripture - precept , 
Praitice for any {uch 
Ordinance of Confirma- 


CHAP. IX. 
An anfwer to the Conclusion of Mr. 


‘candid Account of 


of the Gofpel Mim (tracion 
with the Authorities on. 
whic. it hath been found, 


have given tojuftify the | 


/ 


Da nvers’s 


The Conclufion of ‘this 
Trearife, in oppofition 
) Eader, Thoy haft had 
a fairbful, and impar- 
t'al Account of the rife, 
growch, and progrefs, of 
this holy, tho contemned 
Ordinance of Impofition of 
hands, from the beginning 


to this day ; and how af- 
ferced amongft many Per 
{wafions, wich the Authe 
tities on which it has been 
enjoined ; together pith 
the grounds given by Al-@ 
tient and Modérn Writers 
to juftify ic: And froin 
the whole we alfo my 
come to thefe tollowmg 
Conclufions, viz. 

1. That there appears 
full and ample Precept and 
Practice trom Scripture for 
this O-dinance of Impofi: 
tion of hands on all bap- 
tized Believers as fuch, @ 
before admirted to the. 


of an smpofing of | 


Lord’s Table. — 
| 2 That 


¥ 
Ebr 
| b 
| 


‘Vhands upen all the Bap- 
‘bread, or are admitted 


apon baptized 


tized before’ they break 


Claw ch-conimun on, 

2. That the Inftances 
produced to prove it an 
Apoftolical. Tradition , 
are. iinpious Lies and 
Forgeries. 

3. That the Autho- 
rities by which it hath’ 
been heretofore enjoined, 
were nothing but Anti- 
chrifiian Can.> Decrees, 
4, That the mast emi- 
nent and Con- 
feffors that oppofed the 
Am ichr ftian pats 
ons and Innovations 
have all ‘aon, witnelled 
dgainft ana_imbiioned 
this Of Confirmation, viz, 
he Novatians, Dona 
ifts, Waldenfes, Greek 
aur ches, Wickliffians, 
All which. are worthy 
he ferious confideration 
mof all fobcr and judicious 
Chrijtians, and efpecially 
to them, 
having rejctted In- 
Gants, and imbraced Be- 
mevers Baptifm, do yet 


Believers. 10? 
2. That the Inftances 
to prove itan Apoftolical 
Tradition or Infticution,. 
are the pious Sayings, and 
written Veritics of Chrift’s 
Ditciples. 
That the Authorities 
which it was at firften- 
joined, were none elle fave 
Great 7ehoush, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. 

4. That many eminence. 
Writers both antient and © 
modern, have born wits 
nefs for if. 

All which is worthy to 
be minded, and commend= 
ed to che 
tbofg who having rejetted 
Infants, and imbrared Be- 
levers Baprifm, do op- 
pofé a Frinciple of. che - 
ame natiice,. and anneved 
to ir, wich thefe following 
Obfervations 

It is moft manifeft 
that thofe Popes, Conn- 
cils, and Fathers, that have 
corrupted, polluted, and 
changed the holy Ordi- 
nance of Eaptifm, and the 
Lord’s Supper, did alfo 
change, alter, and corrupt. 
this otf Impofition of 
| Hands. 


leave to this os) 


Pel 


a. That cho the princi-” 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


thefe following Ob- 
Servations, viz: 
1. It is moft manifeh 
that thofe Popes,Councils. 
and Fathers, that have 
enjoined and impofed. In- 
fants {prinkling for a Sa- 
crament, or an Ordi- 
mance Christ, have 
enjoined this alfo as fuch, 
2, That the principal 


; Arguments pretended for 


the one, have been urged 

and pleaded for the other 

viz. . Apoftolical 

Tradi tion, -and pretend- 

ed Inferences sal. Confe- 

om Scripture, - 
at the famous 


Churches and Confeffors, | 


that bave | 


as 
Popifh ard Antichriftian, 


have pre the fame ac- 
ed this alfo. - 

Peat it doth not 
apes 


ar that any baptized 
eo in any Age or 


ch or People, .did 
Country own fuch a Prin- 


or Prattice tothis 


except fome sn 
times, 


0 


Hands 
Rome, and others who 
have drunk of the Whore’sf 
Cup, do bring to defend 
the Rite called Confirma§ 
tion, .is humane Tradith 
on, and far-fetch’d Conf@ 
quences from Scriptutte, 
there is plain Scripture 
proof for the holy 
tion of Impofition of hands 
upon baptized Believers. 
That -many godly 
Perions in feveral ages 
oppofed Popifh laying onm : 
of lands, on the res ame act 
count that we reject Po- 
pih Baptifm, and not 
therwife, 


Tt le 
any baptized Church: is 
any Country, have deniet 
Impofition of hands 
Believers baptized,as guct 
to be: an Inflitutiun of 
Jefus -Chrift, nor 
writ againtt i it, as fore ill 
this Nation: have 
(no ways for their Credit 
nor Honour of rhe Golpel, 

Thefe things being fom 
it may be enquired 
ground - and reafon 
Brethren in this Nation 
had at firft, or have nowy 
oppofe this Divine 
| ftitution of the Lord iin 
Crrift. 


© 
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A toa Book called, 
Treatife concerning on 
of Hands. 


Written by a namelefs and 
the Tear 1691. 


| ‘HE Reafon Che fs) then 
not own Laying on 


| lievers, is, becaufe there muft be a Com- 
agnand, or at leait fome Example for it, pag. 3. 
We-have proved in the 
“reatife, that we have both a Command 
pxample for i if a Command of God, and an 
te of God, is all one: See Heb. §. 12, 
Phat which is an Oracle of God, is a Command 
‘God ; but Laying Hands, &c. is an Ora- . 
¢ of God, Ergo. And as to Examples, we have 
alfo : Atts 8, and Acts 


Becaufe (they fay ) they believe nei- 
mer ag Lord nor his Diiciples- were under it, 


ed 


Ce 
iit 
|. 
fo, 

hate 
nf "Arf. Our Lord, we have fhewed, was-an- 
omm™er it; the Father laid his Hands upon him 
he came out of the Water, and 

-fus him ; the Holy Ghoft in the of a 
Al Dove 


Hands on all Bee 
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166 Reply 
Dave refted upon him: And no doubt but out 
Lord /asa hw Hands upon his Difciples, fince he 
taught this Precept as a Principle of his Doc. 
trine, Heb. 6. 1,2. True, wé read nct.of their 
ifm >) nor: Of this ‘néithers  theréfore fron}: 
thence they-may as well fay they were not bap. 
tized, as that they had not Hands laid upon th 


3ly. Becaufe (fay they) if the Apoftles were 

under it, they mujt have an Adminiftrator ; an 

who, fay they, 4hould that be ? p. 4. But thete 

is nothing faid of-it, Cc.» 

sAnfw. 1. Our Lord Chrift might be the Ac 

miniftrator, whois the great Shepherd and 

Souls, as] faid afore.. | 
» 2. And it no more follows that they wen 

~ not.baptized, than that they were riot under La 
 ingonof Hands; i. ¢, becaufe there is nothing 
faid of either. 


Their fifth Reafon is, becaufe, they fa 


a 
n 


the Charch at Fernfalem was not under © 


Was not the Hebrew Church 
Church at Fernjakm? Now they, ’tis evident 

were ander it, or had laid Nor laying aga 
prefuppofeth they had once Jad it, or were Ome 
der it, as well as Baptized. 


Gly. Their fixth Reafon is, becaufe an Ord 
mance neceflary to Churc unton 
very plainly to be-exprefled, p. 6, 


» 
] 
| 
| | 
+ 
| 
a 


later Book, .- 109%, 
Anfio. So is this of Tmpofition of Hands, Aled, 
Heb. 6, 1,2. Abts 19, 6. 


"aly, Becaufe, they fay, our Lord’ did leave 
no Ordinance as abfolutely neceflary, to‘ Church- 
but fuch as holds forth his Death 
ag p. 9» as Baptifm and the Lord's « 

Who told them fo ? or doth it follow: 
that becaufe Baptifm arid the Supper are Figures 
of our Lord’#Death, therefore muit:be 

a figure of the fanie, or no Ordinance ?. Thisas 

not argumpentative not demonitrative,.. 


Rhy. Salvation is. promifed ion the 
efine of Raith, Répentarice, ‘and 
hehce they argue there is, no meed of any 
mmeuch Ordinancé as this of Laying on of Hands, 


Salvation.is promifed icularly .to 
aith, He that believer hath the Son,--ath Life 
nd be faved, Mark 16.'16. therefore need. 
be baptized ? deny that any. 


)rdimatite gives airight to Salvation; any. orher 
Bays than as it is an evidence of that Right or 
itle to our Coniciences. Our Right or Title * 
Chrift’s Righteouffiefs, or his active and 
dave Obedience only. But fhould a Man be con- 
Mnced that Laying on of Hands, Church-Com- 
Binion, Order, and Difcipline, or giving to the, 
cc. were Duties winch’ he omitted, would 
pretended Faith, Repentarice, and, Baptifin, | 
wander him a fincere Chriitian? No, hemaftdo 
things Chrift commanded, or taught to be ~ 


done, 


| a, 
| 
as 
q 
| 
| 


168 ‘A brief Roy 
done, which he is coved wal 
things. 


Their Reafon La 
is taken from thofe again Laying one 
inanee, "viz. the extraordinary Gifts of 

the Spirit. 


 Ainfw. The fame Effects followed all 
this we shave alfo 
precedent Treatife. 


Their tenth. Reafon is, becaufe the Holy 
Spitit was given without Laying 


the Hols S it is to them) 
Spirit before baptized, needed they not 
baptized ? In Aéts 10,44. Cornelius received 
Spirit; to confirm the Miriftration of the Won J 
to the Gentiles before baptized, yet was commas 
to be baptized; nor had he fo 
Spirit as to need no. more;,and therefore canfemy 

der this Ordinance alfo, Befides, becaufe Gag 
may ftep out of his ufval way, muit we dof 

too? No fare. 


Their eleventh Reafon is, becaul 100% 
but fuch were eminently 
Hands, 

Any, The Apo all they did as emix 
ly gifted: but re they are not to be followed 
all Paitors, or Elders (only ordinarilia 

gifted ) in Laying on of ha en not in Presi 


Binz, Baptizing, nor in the Adminiftration of aif 


® tas 


| Gofpel- Ordinance: bat this” is, fill 
-Sanfivered in ‘the ec eding Treatife, 


In pag. 175 Ba would make the Rene 
der conclade brews. faid to 
be’ dull of Heari a fo needed 


the firit ciples OF the Doctrine of 
doth n@t refer to thefe fix Princi | 
o Matters Felating to the Prieftly Office 


is true, the A ile was about to in 


be fund than have 
and 


oe. 
them in 
Pri 
‘Mitk, 


ortd BC of the Chriftian Faith: 
is eat, is rue, 
is properly the Foumdion:. but by the Foun “@ 
dation here is meant thofe firft Prinaples which @ 
every Babe in Chrift was to be inftructed in, 
meand to practife, and then to god on fo 


Doth it follow, becaule ’tis faid, not laying 
, again the Foundation of Repentance, &c. that the 
BApoftle only refers to Chrift, who is the Foun. 4 
ution of our Salvation, and of every Principle 
of the Chriitian Religion? Evident it isthatghe | 
of of Choe 


F 


| but 1 
An 
ftud 
» Chrit 
need o 
ag Moft evident it is, that by itrong Meat he re- 
fers to the things which he proceeds to a 
ing bat e Milk he fpeaks of are 
Bthings, viz. Repentance, Faith, Baptifm, and 


2 ° fy 


Funtlamentals of Salvation, but of Church- 
‘conftitu 4C “fo we will not fay ( nor any 1 
“elle ee none can be faved who 
are mot baptized and come vot under Lay 
‘on of Hands yet every true Churc 
regula ember, ought to be under 
But to add any thing farther 
in aniwer to this ‘reatile, it to 
“have the -leaft of Argument in it of any Book C 
 Phave feen writ againit this Ordinance. 
FINIS. 


riph, 
1Ow tho I am fully eftablifhed in this Print? 
ple of Chrift’s Doctrine, and do believe it 
is of the fame Baptiim, yet 
#1 am not of the opinion that fuch Membersin a - 
Church, who are > cognaaee of it, and are under 
it, ought to feparate themfelves from the Church, 
Mbecaufe the other Members of the faid Church | 
tfee it not: but they ought to bear one witht 
poother, antif God thall pleafé to open their 
pees. ----We all fee but in part, and know but in 
Spart ; therefore ought to bear one with another. 
| & et lt that Church who are of one Mind and * 
, gment in this matter, walk as they have re- 
aed let all take heed how fet light 
Dy any Holy Precept and Principle of Chrift’s ~ 
Doctrine, much lefS to teach Men to break the 
eaft of his Commandm or to caft fach un- 


fer contempt and reproach, who in confcience 

pwards God {peak and ow) according to the 

Bight they have received in this and other Cafes, ° 

Both? Farewel. 
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